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When | wasakid growing up
in Dinuba, school waysstarted
the Tuesday after Labor Day.
Labor Day dwaysseemedtome
tobealast chancefor avacation
beforethe school year anddl it's
work began. Littledid | know...

Labor Day wasfirst celebrated
in Boston, on September 5,
1882. By 1889, President
Grover Clevdandsgnedintolaw
thefederd holiday wenow know

asLabor Day.

President Cleveland had experienced firsthand what can
happento anationwhenthat nation forgetsthat itstruestrength
liesinitslabor force. During President Cleveland’ spresidency
therailroad employeeswent on strike, arguing against low
wagesand avery long 16 hour work day. That strike brought
all transportation by rail to astandstill and cost thisnation
over eight million dollarsinlost goodsand services.

Labor Day is now meant to be a day of rest and
remembrance. But what are weto remember?

Don'ttakemewrong, | dolikeholidays. It’sjust that, well
to be honest, we seemto bemorewilling to accept the holiday
as a day away from work, but we often fail to do the
“remembering” part. We seemto forget the reason and the
purpose behind the holiday.

With al duerespect to President Cleveland, may | suggest
that thereasonwe cd ebrate L abor Day should go much deeper
than asettled |abor dispute.

Theoriginal concept of aday off comesfrom God. Inthe
Scriptures, first in Exodusand again in Deuteronomy, God
commands that we take a Sabbath day, a day to rest (the
word Sabbath does not mean seventh, but meansrest.)
Thereisapractica reason for taking aday of rest. Many of
usassumethat thisday off ismeant to help usheal or refresh
so we can be prepared for another six days of work. And,
whilethat might beas debenefit of aday of rest, that’snot its
purpose.

The purpose of aday of rest isto teach usthat our value
isnot foundinwhat we produce (wecan beguilty of believing
that lie, can’t we.) We give preferential treatment to those
who arewealthy, those who are very intelligent, those who
aregreatly skilled etc., becausethey seemto “produce more
or better” than therest of us.
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That iswheretheday of rest comesinto play. It helpsus
remember that our value does not come from what we can
produce. Thevery fact that God callsusto stop producing for
one day out of every week suggests that our worth cannot
come from our ability to produce (otherwise we would be
working 24/7.) Our worth must comefrom thevery fact that
we are created by God, in God'simage, and for God. We
find our valueinthat redlity.

| would liketo sharewith you anillustration to help us see
what thismeans. Whilel wasattending seminary, afriend’sin-
lawstraveled to Canadafor avacation. Whilethere, my friend's
father-in-law suffered amassive heart attack and died. My
friend and hiswifeflew to Canada. Sheflew homewith her
mother, hedrovether car, possessions, and hisfather-in-law’s
cremated remains back to Fresno.

When he got to the border, my friend was asked about the
nature of histrip and what he wastransporting back into the
dates. Heexplanedthat hewasbringing theashesof hisfather-
in-law back to Fresno.

Theofficer on duty explained that therewasatax (atariff)
on everything leaving Canada. Theonly way around thistax
wasto havethe box stamped “ Contentsof No Vaue.”

My friend opted to pay thetax. Good decision. Therewas
no way that box could be seen as holding “ contents of no
value.” That box held theremainsof aman, loved by family,
treasured by God.

It'shard to fault the officer in charge of that border crossing.
Hewastryingto hep my friend avoid paying anunfair tax. But
thereisalso no way we should ever view anyone asbeing of
novaue. That label “Of NoVaue’ opposeseverything God
says. God sayswe are of such valuethat weareworth even
thelifeof Hisonly begotten Son. Weareof tremendousvaue
and not because of what we can produce.

ThisLabor Day, aswe rest from our labors, let’sreflect.
Remember that aday of rest wasagift giventousby Godto
remind usthat we are so much more than what we produce.
Wearepreciousin God' ssight.

Dot 2

Pastor Bob
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The Relationship Principles of Jesus
Facilitated by Mark and Pam Vasche

Lifeisall about relationships - and it is in those relationships that we experience life's greatest
joysaswell asits greatest pains. Want to radically improve, even transform, what matters most
inyour relationships? Over the course of thisstudy you'’ Il explore and implement six foundational
principles that Jesus taught and lived - principlesthat can bring new depth and health to all your
relationships, including the difficult ones. Thisclasswill usethe 40-day “Relationship Principles
of Jesus’ a book by Saddleback Church teaching pastor Tom Holladay, along with a short
weekly video by Rick Warren.

Old Testament Sudy of the Book of Esther
Taught by Pastor Bob Collins

Have you ever experienced an impossible situation? Have you ever watched as things have gone
from bad to worse? Haveyou ever felt like things cannot get any worse and then they do? Have
you ever felt like nothing can fix what is broken in your life?

If so, | believe the Old Testament Book of Esther will touch and blessyou. Esther isabout atime
in the history of Israel when things were as bad as they could possibly be and nothing, not even
God, could fix Isragl’s problems ... or so it felt to the Israelites. And then...well, that’s what the
classisabout, isn't it? Come and see what happens!

Choices and Challenges: Life Lessons from 1 and 2 Kings
Taught by Brian Ralston

So often we Christians struggle to make the right choices when we face major challenges. God's
Word provides us with much wisdom for these tough times. The best help often comes through
the examples of the faithful and unfaithful people found in the Bible. Come and join usin a
journey through two lesser known but powerful Old Testament books, as we seek out practical
wisdom for our modern lives.

5:30Dinner intheFellowship Center
$4for Adultsand $2 for Children

6:30 Classesfor adultsand children

with nursery for infantsand toddlers




Women of Centenary:
You are warmly welcomed to the Fall Gathering that heralds the beginning of Spirit Salon’s new session! Come join us
for brunch and fellowship at 9:00 am on Wednesday, September 7.

Women just like you who come seeking a closer walk with Christ will welcome you, for it is in fellowship with other
seekers that we find encouragement to continue our walk in the Scriptures.

On September [4th, we begin a | 2-week study in a book by Joanna Weaver: Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. One reviewer wrote “With candor, humor and passion, Joanna Weaver invites us to cultivate a ‘Mary heart’,
that delights in time with God, and assigns Him top priority. Yet she doesn’t discard the service-oriented Martha. Instead,
she wisely and practically models how to balance the Mary and Martha qualities in us all. [ especially appreciate her
thoughts on expressing lavish love — love to God and to humanity.” Judith Couchman

The $10 book will be available on September 7. Come, join the fellowship! Spirit Salon meets in Room 6 (The Fireside
Room), beginning at 9:00 am each Wednesday, and dismisses at | 1:00 am. Child care is available right next door. More
information is available from Dale Fruechtenicht: 869-4391
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N &\ Beth Moore Monday Night VWWomen's Study
- September 12, 2011

- £)
‘ 6:00-8:00 PM in the Fireside Room (Room 6)

Ny Believing God: Experiencing a Fresh Explosion of Faith
J Do you take God at HisWord, believing what He hastold us, or do you just believein Hisexistence
o and the salvation He offers? Our first responseisusualy, “Lord, of coursel believeinYou!” Butthe
i . red questionisnot if webelievein God, but do we believe God?

Based on Isaiah 43:10, Believing God: Experiencing a Fresh Explosion of Faith exploreswhat it
meansto believe God. Wewill study thelivesof Abraham, Mosesand othersfrom Hebrews 11 -
asexamplesof personswho believed God. Beth will encourage usto deepen our owntrust
inGod and receive afreshword fromHim.

Thisisthevery first Beth Moore study wedid threeyearsago. By popular demand of S
those who have been apart of her studieswith us, we have decided to repeat this study and { »x
recapture therichness Beth shares of our relationshipwith God. You do not haveto have N4
gonethrough the study thefirst timeto beapart of thisclass. Andif you did the study
beforeyou are encouraged to attend again. Please contact Roxanninthechurch officeat ,
527-5441 if you would liketo attend so that we will know how many beekstoerder
and how many chairsto set up. If you aready havethebook you : - W -

will not need to acquire another one. : s
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Weeklx Events

SUNDAY
MEeN’s BiBLE STtuDY - RM. 1 7:00 A.M.
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY CrAss - Rm. 15/16 9:00 a.u.
TrADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CAMBODIAN WoORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Jr. AND SR. HicH Sunpay Scroor Rm. 4/5 10:30 A.M.

MONDAY
BeTH MooRE WoMEN’s BiBLE STUDY - RM. 6 6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY
Tarirr Soor 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 p.M.
Mom2Mowm - Rm. 6 9:30 A.M.
WEDNESDAY

MEN’s BiBLE STUDY - PERKO’S MCHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.

SPIRIT SALON/WOMEN’s BIBLE STUDY/FELLOWSHIP - RM. 6 9:00 A.M.

WEDNESDAY N16HT BIBLE STUDY - 5:30 DINNER/6:30 CLASSES
Jr. AND Sr. Hicu Youtn Grour 6:00 P.M.
THURSDAY
Pastor’s BiBLE StupYy - RM. 15/16 9:00 A.M.
CuANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL - Rm. 2/3 7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M.

Birthdays

SHARON BYRNE
Kim RE1sz

GREG DEMERS
BiLr Moorap
VaANNY LEY

GLENN RiTcHEY
JULIE STARN
JENNER SWANSON
JouN WALLACE
JOYCE PALMAYMESA
AsHLEIGH HINRICHS
Davip Soun

ALICE EISENMAN
Soun Buwn
CHERILYN KASPERIAN
MAKENZIE MILDRUM
LAURA DUAMARELL
Bryan Hays

YoTH SATH

GARY ZIMMERMAN
JosEpHINE KooMsoN
MicaeELLE DECKER
Orune OEUN
WENDY ROBERTSON
KEN STEPHENS
Davip OWEN

Dick HAvENs
SuAaroN DEMERS
Lois Camp

9/13
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
917
917
917
917
9/18
9/19
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/2

9/26
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/28

DEBBI AMERINE
OLEN BURNETT
MyrLa DunNE

Rop MAYER

JEFF WOLFSWINKEL
Mona Simas
DENISE MAYER
Nancy HiLn
VERONIKA BECK
SHARON BENSON
PuaiLip CHmar
HeATHER BAcH
LinpA GAMBLE
Joun Davis
REBECcA PapiLra
Amy CHILDS
NATHAN ANDERSEN
BARBARA JoHNSON
TrerLma KNEASs
ANGELA BERRY
Eva Wyckorr
KAreN Buck

JEAN HALL
CL1FFORD HARRIS
JACKIE ZIMMERMAN
Puirie HecEDUS
WiLLIE LABARBERA
Davip Scorr
Kzirn DECKER
Dot CumMMmINs
REBEccA GONZALES
JAsoN VascHe

JirL HumpHREY
Ep Haven

JANE HOoGHREN
MAaRrY ANN ViAcH
RENATA LAMBERT
CARL BEcKWITH
Par CLARK

September . 4 Wbmen's Fun and Fellowship “ First Sunday”
September 5 Labor Day/Church Office Closed
September 7 Spirit Salon Fall Brunch

September . 8 SPRC Meeting

September 1 Membership Class

September 12 Board of Trustees Meeting

September . 12 Beth Moore Women's Bible Sudy Begins
September 14 Wednesday Night Bible Sudy Begins
September 15 Preschool Advisory Board Meeting
September 15 Missions Team Meeting

September 19 Finance Committee Meeting

September 26 Ad Council Meeting

September . 30 Women'’s Fun and Fellowship Lunch/Cards

It is not our intention to overlook your birthday.
If your birthday was not listed, please call the

church office @ 527-5441, so that we can
update our records. Thank You!
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Centenary College Scholarship Recipients
2011-2012

Cody Danidl ... the son of Ben and
Heather Daniel, isbeginning hissecond
year at California State University,
Monterey Bay with a major in
Kinesiology. He plans to attend
graduate schoal following completion of
aBachelor of Science degreeand then
work inthefield of physical therapy.
Being part of the Centenary Church
family has been integral to Cody’s
growing faith. He attends Shoreline
Community Church with friendsfrom school and knowsthat
being part of achurchfamily will dwaysbeapriority inhislife
both now andinthefuture.

Allen Mutuma...comes from a
family that takes the pursuit of
education very serioudy. Hisssters,
Norah and Brenda, were also
Centenary scholarship recipientsand
hismother, Margaret, just received her
Doctoratein Education. Allenwill
begin his first year of study at the
University of California, Santa
Barbara, in September. Sinceair and
space travel have always held an
immensefascinationfor him, hewill bepursuing studiesinthe
fieldsof aeronautical and aerogpaceengineering. Allenknows
that thiswill beasignificant chalenge. Hebelievesthat through
faith, perseverance, “onereally good education,” and strength
from God, hewill be ableto achievehisdreams.

Elisabeth Hellman...is at a very
exciting pointin her life. OnAugust
20", she became the bride of Jake
Oxenrider andinjust afew weeks, will
be starting the Master of Sciencein
Nursing and Neonatal Nurse
Practitioner Programat theUniversity
of California, San Francisco. Upon
completion of thetwo year program,
she plans to pursue a career as a
Neonatal Nurse Practitioner in an
underserved region, such asthe Central Valey, shea so hopes
towork inacommunity clinic, providing follow-up careto
former NICU patients. Elisabethishonoredto serveasGod's
handsandfeet for newborninfantsandtheir families. Answering
thecall to nursing has given her the opportunity to sharethe
hope of Christ and the healing comfort Hislove provides.
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Choir Rehearsals

Resume

The choir hasbeen on summer hiatusand enjoying the
incrediblechangesinthewesather.

We are all looking forward to anew choir year and
someexciting music to present to you.

Choir rehearsal sbegin again on Thursday, September
lat 7:00 p.m.inroom 2. We hope many of youwill join
usthisyesr.

All choir members will be meeting for a one-day
workshop on Saturday, September 17th, from 8:00a.m.
- 4:00 p.m.inroom 2 and 6, toreally dig into our late
Fall and Christmas advent music. Do you want to make
ashort term commitment and just sing for Christmas?
Then come to the workshop to learn how you can
participate. PleasecomejoinusthisFal inpraising God
withjoyful noises! Halelujah!

MelanieTabal,
Communi cations Shepherd

Board of TrusteesReport for
July and August

1. Unplanned expenses: $500 for
new push mower, $800 for new
bagger attachment for ride-on -
mower and $2,400 for industrial
grade garbage disposal for the
Fellowship Center Kitchen.

2. Future projected need for thisfall: Outside Christmas
lightsasour old neonlightsdesperately need replacement.
Many sectionsfailed last December. Theselightsarea
part of our outreach asthey identify and beautify our
church buildingsfor othersto see.

3. Fall work day to be scheduled for a Saturday in
October. Date to be announced in the October Circuit

Rider.
i ]wou]cl like to thank my church
Family Forgour kindncss, love,
/ . prayers, visits, flowers and

¥ cards éuring my recent
0 p hospital stay.
" B]cssings to you,

Bcttg [Hevrin
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It isamost September and we have already started our
new school year. In August, we said good-bye to some of
our familieswho havebeenwith usfor fivetoten years. One
of them had three children who went through our program
frominfancy to pre-K. Whenyou know people sowell, they
arelikefamily. Itistruly likehaving avery largefamily that
keepsgrowing every year! Thegood newsiswehaveseverd
new childreninour classroomswith several morestartingin
September. We areready to diveinto anew school year!

God isso good! We had afantastic month of August. The
childrenlearned about thetreesand anima sthat livein“God's
WondrousWoodlands.” Several of thechildren talked about
their camping experiencesand family tripsto cabinsinthe
mountains. We reso glad our familieswereableto sharethis
wonderful experiencetogether in our beautiful woodlands.

On August 4th, the children went on abear hunt. They
followed paw printsto find abig brown bear hidingbehinda
door. They also found abag full of gummy bear treatsto
sharewith al of their friends. Big imaginations make bear
hunting somuch fun!

The children also had agreat time on our “Camp Day.”
They set up spacesfor their campsitesand cooked on pretend
camp stovesthey made with blocks. They had story time
around apretend campfirewith only acamp lanternfor light.
After a light snack they made s'mores and were very
comfortablenappingintheir degping bags.

The children learned about health and nutrition the last
two weeks of August. They learned that God wantsusto
takegood careof our bodies. Thechildrenlearned that egting
good foods, exercising, getting plenty of deep, and keeping
our bodiesclean areall very important waysto help keep
our bodieshealthy and strong.

We arelooking forward to the month of September and
getting to know all our new friends. Our themes for
September will be“Making New Friends’ and “ Community
Helpers.” Our chapel themeswill belove(l Cor. 13:4), joy
(Prov. 19:17) and obey (Eph. 6:1).

Thank you for your continued prayers, love and support.
| feel so blessed and honored to be doing God' swork at
Centenary and | want to thank you for the opportunity to do
so!

InHisLove,
Janet Lewis
Preschool Director

I mpossible is Nothing
~B.Akina

Sometimes| fed like Godispulling my leg.

Modesto, like many other places, can bearoughtown.
We seealot of uglinessin theway humanstreat each
other, and it can wear onthespirit. Butjust when| start
toget cynica, God lovesto throw acurveball at me.

Yesterday | was at astore picking up suppliesfor a
youthgroupgame. | wascarryingthreeitemsand sanding
directly behind ayoung couple pushing ashopping cart
piled to the heavenswith al manner of oddsand ends.
I’ve seentheway customersbehaveinline- they assert
themselves...assertively, to say theleast. Sol wasn't
expecting to get out of there anytime soon.

| had spent too much timedawdlingintheaidesand
oglingthemerchandise, and redlized toolatethat | wasn't
going to be able to make it back to church intimeto
teach my next guitar lesson. Whilel waspondering sending
an gpol ogetic text messageto my guitar student, theman
ahead of memotionedto hiswife, “Baby...let thisguy
gofirst.” “Baby” didn’t protest, shejust stepped aside
tolet methrough.

| wasfloored, and it shamed methat | wasfloored. |
hadn’t sighed loudly or adopted an annoyed/frustrated
look, but in my heart of hearts| never expected that a
person would delay their progressto help astranger. |
realized, in that moment, that God lovesto throw His
bel oved childrenfor aloop.

It wouldn't have beentheend of theworldif I’ d been
latetothelesson- | don’t think God desperately needed
meto beontimethat day - but I dothink Hegot akick
out of reminding mejust how subtly Heworks, and how
much He cares about us even in the most trivial of
moments.

Messagereceived, God. | loveYou.
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S.W.E.A.T. AEROBICS

Aerobics Affects Blood Pressure

Haveyou had your blood pressure checked only to
be surprised that it washigher than you thought?1tis
sometimesreferredtoas*“theslentkiller,” becausein
most cases there are no apparent symptoms. High
blood pressureislinked to heart disease and stroke.
You may not beawarethat aerobic exercisecan help
tolower blood pressure. How arehigh blood pressure
and exercise connected? Regular physical activity
makesyour heart stronger. A stronger heart can pump
more blood with lesseffort. If your heart can work
lessto pump, theforce on your arteries decreases,
lowering your blood pressure. Unfortunately, there's
no elevator to good health...you have to take the
daird

SW.E.A.T.Aerobics

meets in the Fellowship Center:

Mon., Wed., & Fri. - 9:00- 10:00 a.m.
and Mon. Tues. & Thurs.- 5:30-6:30 p.m.

(High or Low Impact)

Tues. & Thurs.- 8:00-8:45a.m.
(Non-Impact/Seniors)
For Information Call:

SandraHegwood 988-5655

| DIRECTOR
CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES
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Asanew school year begins, wehavebig plansin Children’s
Minigtry at Centenary! A new year of Sunday School will kick-
off on September 11" with classesfor every gradelevel. Our
teachersare eager todiginto the Biblewith our kidsand help
them relatewnhat they learn to their world today. We re putting
anew spin on our Back-to-School Party and incorporating
those activitiesinto our kick-off in order to get usexcited for a
new Sunday School year. (Thiswill occur instead of aseparate
party intheafternoon.)

Our fall session of Wednesday Night Bible Study will start
the second Wednesday of September with classesfor thewhole
family. Weanticipatemany children comingto havefun, learning
more about God'sWord and hanging out with their Church
Family.

Our new 2™ Gradershave new Biblesto read thisyear thanks
toyou, our generous congregation! Last year, | wasableto
order moreBiblesthan weinitialy needed, and throughout the
year, wewereableto givethemto new children asthey atended.
Their faceslit up when | gavethem their own Biblewith their
nameinit. Many of these children have continued to attend
withtheir families. Your faithfulnessto our Children’sMinistry
and sharing Jesuswith our kids never ceasesto amazeme. |
am so grateful to be part of aChurch Family that placessuch
vaueon God'schildren and bringing them to know Him.

InHisService,
Heather Danid

Adding to our Church Library Collection

The Churchlibrary isbuilding achildren’sand family DV D section. Please consider donating your Christian DV D’sthat you no
longer use. Bring them to thelibrary on Sunday, or drop them through the book d ot on the door with anote attached. Your help

isappreciated!

A few of thetitlesthat wearelookingfor:

AutoB. Good Series Princeof Egypt TheTorchlighter Series
Max Lucado’sHermie Series Secrets of Jonathan Sperry Gigi: God'sPrincess Series
VeggieTaes Adventuresin Odyssey Series CharlieBrown Christmas

Joseph King of Dreams

3.2.1. Penguins




Centenary United M ethodist

Church

1911 Toyon Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441
www.centenarychurch.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Beginning Wednesday, September 7th, our youth group
will divide into two groups.

Jr. High 6th-8th grade and High School 9-12 *

Wednesdays, beginning September 7
Jr. High Group led by Jevon Swanson
and John Stanton will meet
in room 19 at 6 pm

High School Group led by Steve Collins
and Ben Akina will meet
in room 4/5 at 6 pm

All youth can be picked from
* room 4/5 at 8 pm




