odist Church
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About aweek ago, USA Today
ran an article that said that the
financia state of the United States
was much improved. Infact, they
actually stated that we were now
livinginthe"best of times.”

At first, | thought the authors
of thearticlewereout of their minds.
| wasn't surewherethese best of
times’ weretaking place, but | was

-5 pretty sure it wasn't here in
Cdifornia’sCentra Valey.

But themore | thought of it, setting aside the economic
situation, thesereally arethe“best of times.” Here’'show |
cometo that conclusion: for decades peopletrusted in so many
thingsfor their well-being. Peopletrusted in money, “aslong
aswe have money, wearealright.” Peopletrusted in peace,
“aslong asthereisno mgor conflict going onintheworld, no
world powersarmed and dangerous, wearealright.” People
trustedin everything, save Jesus.

And now thereisno money, and everywhere you go you
find anxiety, uncertainty and hodtility. Everythingwetrustedin
has been taken away.

| am reminded of afriend who told me about his mother.
Shehad been raised asagood Catholic girl. Shemarried like
good Catholic girlsshould. She had two children, aboy,

whom shedreamed would becomeapriest, and agirl, whom
shedreamed would becomeanun.

Unfortunately, for her dreams, the little boy grew up to
becomeaminigter inaProtestant Church andthelittlegirl grew
up to becomethewife of aminister in aProtestant Church.

Unfortunately her marriage did not work out either. One
day shetold her son, my friend, that her lifefelt likealadder.
Every rung of that ladder was breaking beneath her. Every
hope, every dream was being taken away from her. Shefelt
likeshe had nothing she could count on, nothing she could trust
in.

My friend told her that thismight be agood thing because,
inreality, everything she wastrusting in was, at best, only
temporary. And now, she had the opportunity totrust in the
only real security, shecouldtrustin Jesus.

It s;emsto meweredly arelivinginthebest of timesbecause
everything we oncetrusted in has been taken away from us
leaving uswith only onething, Jesus.

Maybethesetimesarereally agift from God.

ey

Pastor Bob

Mission Team Update
Opportunitiesto Serve- LOVE M odesto
Demonstrating kindness/meeting needs/impacting liveswith thelove of Jesus- Saturday, April 2

Join friendsand neighborsfrom around the community working on one of over 30 projectsto servethosein need clean up
neighborhoods and assist school sand nonprofit organizations. Many of the projectsare child and family friendly.

Toregister and get thefull list of opportuniti esgdfbgihwyxkﬁovel\/l odesto.com.
Check the Missionsteam tabl e after servicesfor -i_nfd;fmegti'on on car pooling or caravaning to the event.
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Saturday June 25 Centenary will be hosting aproject in conjunction with World Vision to provide healthworker kitsto
AlIDSserviceworkersinAfrica. Eachkit costs$30. Consider sponsoring oneor morekits. Writethe check to Centenary
with AfricaProject inthememo line. Moredetailson thisand other June projects coming up.

Support Mission Team Projects Giveyour changeto the“Changeto ChangeLives’ jar at the Mission Team Table



Winter Retreat
For Jr. High & High School
Friday, March 11th to Sunday, March 13th
Redwood Christian Park
Boulder Creek, CA (Near Santa Cruz)
Cost: $85
Guest Speaker: Robi Quick

Winter Retreat is a chance to get away & reconnect with God. We are excited to have
Robi Quick, a dynamic teacher, challenge each of us in our faith. Don’t miss this opportunity
to grow in your relationship with God! Sign up to attend during Youth Group or contact the

church office with any questions, 527-5441.

Thank you Centenary! ?*\ HHG@
We are grateful for your support of the Cinnamon e

Roll Fundraiser. Your incredible support will help m
to offset the cost of the retreat. x I+
~ The Rock Youth Group \ mo /

The Spring Session of Wednesday Night Bible Study beginson March 23. Thereare 3 classes
for you to choose from. David Collinsis offering aclass called Christian Faith 101: Basics
and Beyond , abook written by Steven Tsoukal as. For those of you who have attend RCP, his
wife, Sandy Richter, hasled many teaching times. You may even have heard Steven on occasion,
aswell. InsaDukeispresenting aclassentitied The FiveL ovel anguages. Thisclasswas
offered quiteafew yearsago and isback by popular demand. Our third “mystery class’ isbeing
finalized and the detailswill be revealed along with details of the other 2 classesin the
upcoming weeks.

So mark your calendarsfor March 23 and plan on attending one of the classes. And don’t forget,
there are classesfor children of al ages, aswell asaloving nursery for babies. Dinner begins at
5:30 followed by classes at 6:30. Seeyou there!

P.S. It doesn’t seem possible, but we have been enjoying our Wednesday night dinnersand
fellowship timefor over 20 years. In order to continue offering avaried menu with good
nutritional value, we will beincreasing the suggested donation to $4 for adults and $2.50 for
children under 12. Thank you for your continuing support of our mid-week Bible study and
dinner program.

~Roxann Hays, Director of Christian Education~
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Centenary Women’s Conference 2011
May 13—14

Guest S

A chanceto honor and remember those whose lives
have been touched by cancer while supporting
thework of the American Cancer Society.

Pick up ordersafter wor ship services on:
Saturday March 26 ~ Sunday March 27



WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY CLAss - Rm. 15/16  9:00 a.M.
TraDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CAaMBODIAN WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Jr. & SR. Hicu Sunpay ScuooL Rm. 4/5 10:30 A.M.
MONDAY
BeTtH MoorRE WoMEN’s BIBLE STUDY - RM. 6 6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY
Mom2Mowm - Rm. 6 9:10 - 11:00 a.Mm.
Tuarirr Soor 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 p.M.
WEDNESDAY

MEN’s BiBLE STuDpY - PERKO’S MCHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.

SPIRIT SALON - RM. 6 9:00 A.M.
WNL - FeLrowsaip CENTER
DINNER 5:30 P.M./CLASSES 6:30 P.M

Jr. & Sr. Hica Youtn Grour 6:00 p.M.

THURSDAY
Pastor’s BisLE STupY - RM. 15/16 9:00 A.M.

SATURDAY

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M.

‘M%

March 5 Band of Brothers

March 9 Ash Wednesday

March 10 SPRC Meeting

March 13 Daylight Savings Begins
March 14 Board of Trustees Meeting
March 17 Missions Team Meeting
March 17 Preschool Board Meeting
March 21 Finance Committee Meeting
March 25 Women's Fun & Fellowship
March 27 Daffodil Sunday

March 27 Family Worship

March 27 Congregational Blood Pressure Screening

March 28 Ad Council Meeting

3/12  GaARy Love

3/12  MELissA MELTON
3/12 Ken KLINE

3/13  Rita Bucmanan
3/14  BiLL WaTson
3/14  Tommy KAISER
3/14  Bos EcKkLEs

3/15  Max MYERs
3/16  SONNY SATH

3/17  Mike WADE
3/17  BRENDA MUuTUMA

3/1 SARIN By 3/17 ALEXANDRIA CATON
3/1 GERALD THIEMANN 3/18  SuIRLEE COURT
3/1 GaIL Vick 3/20 Brap Boyp

3/2 PAUL STAFFORD 3/20 Eric MILLER

3/2 MELANTE T ABAT 3/20  MARK VASCHE

3/2 Ben HELM 3/22  RorLaND GUILES
3/2 SusaN McCLANAHAN 3/23  CaroLINE FORBES
3/3 OLIVER ARMSTRONG 3/24  DEE WENGEL

3/3 SUSAN AZEVEDO 3/25  KyLE WEINHEIMER
3/4 GERALD UNDERWOOD 3/25  SiparaTH CHHUOY
3/4 Par Rep 3/25  Sypa MokuUN

3/4 Jin McCormick 3/25  SARALEE MOORAD
3/4 JANET LEWIs 3/26  BARBARA HENRICH
3/5 JEANNETTE CHAPMAN 3/26  DOTTIE AZLIN

3/5 Dru Epcar 3/26 RoGER YOUNGER
3/6 Pam DaRr 3/26  KEeITH Scort

3/6 Ep GScHEIDLE 3/27  LowgtLL CLARK

3/6 PENNEY WEINHEIMER 3/27 Cuauck DARR

3/7 ALyssA Maas 3/29  Arissa COLLINS
3/8 LETa Lone 3/29  MorLie HorToN
3/8 Erika CuMMINGS 3/29  Tsaac Koomson
3/8 VEasNA TEK 3/29  EvaNELL MARLOW
3/8 Porry VascHE 3/29  LinnNEia NOTTLEY
3/9 Sopuia Koomson 3/30 LinpA JOLLIFF

3/9 SHARON PERRY 3/30  Liry HINRICHS
3/10 GARRETT AMERINE 3/31 RoseiE CUMMINS
3/10  DoON STOUTAMIRE 3/31 JoE SavLts

It isnot our intention to overlook your birthday.
If your birthday was not listed, please call the
church office @ 527-5441 and let us know,
S0 that we can update our records. Thank You!

Happy \H/
St. Patrick’s Day oy

o = i

Mayrch 17th G R




Did you know our church has
agreat Christ-centered library?
Centenary’slibraryisopen every
Sunday from 10:00amto 11:30 am.

Jamesrecommends. So Mad Bunny by
PamelaKennedy. Children upto agefour
will enjoy following LittleBunny ashelearns
not to push or scream or throw things
becausehe'sangry. A Bibleverseclosesthe
book, reminding the child that God wantsus
to control our ange.

Jonathan recommends: My LifeasaBest
Up Basketbal | Backboard by Bill Myers, for
ages 9-12. Slicko-Ricko’s Advertising
Agency claimsthey can makethe dorkiest
human intheworldthemost famous. And of
course, no one qualifies like Wally
McDoogle! Soon he starsin hisown TV
series, and he'sendorsing all kindsof stuff.
[tisn’t until he becomesthe star player for
hisjunior high school basketball team that
thingsget really out of hand, and our hero
finaly learnsthat being famousisn'tal it's
cut out to be.

Kari recommends. TakeOne. Thefirst
book inthe AbovetheLine Seriesby Karen
Kingsbury.

Couldthey change theworld—beforethe
world changes them? Filmmakers Chase
Ryanand Keth Ellison|eft themissonfield
of Indonesia for the mission field of
Hollywood with adream bigger than both
of them. But as Chase and Keith begin
shootingtheir wel-laid plansbegintounravd.
In the midst of the questions and the
cameras, isit possibleto keep thingsabove
thelineand makeamovie unlikeanything
donebefore - or istherisk too great for
everyone?

~Kari Swanson

@ TheCardinal Sinsof
Leading Worship, Volume 1

® . -B.Akina

> P ralse & Theword*“performance’ puts
r 1 a worship leader on very
W o rS h l D precariousfooting. Persondly,
' it hashaunted my stepsall the
days I've been in music
ministry. Here'show | define
“performanceworship”:
| wassitting in a Sunday morning church service at Hume L ake about
eight yearsago. Our guest worship leaders, ahusbhand/wife duet, started
off with my favoritehymn, “BeThouMy Vison.” Weall stood, andthe
pair launched into atwo-minute musical introduction. Backed by CD
accompaniment, thewife bowed intricate melodieson aviolin and the
husband blew soaring lineson atrumpet. Oncel’ d forgotten what song
they were playing, the husband raised hisarmto conduct usaswefinally
sang the beautiful words*Be Thou my vision, oh Lord of my heart /
naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.” As | took a breath to
continue, the husband picked up aflute, thewife sat down at the piano,
and another musical odyssey began. Sixteen linesof singing had never
takensolong.

I now understood a truth of worship that I’d always felt, but had
never been able to articulate; the sometimes fine line between the
congregation being ableto participate asworshippers, or being reduced
to an audience. | hate guitar solos in worship songs because the
worshippers have no participatory act of worship to engagein. | don’'t
carefor musical breaks, because Johnny Q. Chrigtianisgiven nothing to
do during that timeother than observeabit of musical expression. Isitan
act of worship for the guitaris—wasit an act of worship for the husband/
wifeduet—to expressthemsel vesto God musicaly?Very possibly. That's
not for meto judge. But | will say they dropped the ball in that vital
second word of thejob description: worship leader.

Asaworshipminiger, | try tocommit to sacrificing my own experience
of worship if it helps bring the church into a physical and spiritual
environment wherethey canintimately and adoringly make contact with
God.

You may point out that | have subjected you to many songsover the
last two monthsthat you didn’t know and couldn’t sing along to. The
truthis, | do believethereare good € ements of performanceworship—
sometimesaperson can beblessed by anew song becauseit approaches
aspiritua issuefroman unexpected angle. Sometimesit can be hel pful to
observeand meditate on apiece of music rather thansingalong. Butin
these situations the song must be framed appropriately. | attempt to
show respect for the congregation by giving you thoughtsto ponder (and
not making you stand) whilewe play through music meant to prepare
you spiritualy andintdlectually for theteaching themesof thesermons.
Why am| telling you this?1 want you to know my heart and my intentions.
Now pleasefed freeto kegp mein check. Am | committing thiscardinal
snof worshipleading?Doyou fed led toward thethrone, or doyoufed
likean audience at aconcert? Beloved brothersand sisters, you have my
edr.




ItisMarch and we are getting ready to enjoy some blustery
daysahead. We plan to make kites, pinwheels, wind socks,
arrplanes, helicoptersand all kindsof thingstofly inthewind.
WE |l dso haveto have somefunwith . Patrick’sDay, doing
some creative thing with the color green and exploring some
ideas on how to sneak a peek at the leprechauns. We are
looking forward to thefirst day of Springandwill learn some
interesting factsabout dinosaurs, al inthemonth of March.

| don’t know how February flew by so quickly. It wasa
short month filled with many enjoyablelearning experiences.
Thechildrenlearned about lovethefirst two weeksof February.
Itissuch ajoy toteach the children about theal-encompassng
lovethat God hasfor Hischildren. Heisour Father and there
isnogregter lovethan Hisunconditiond lovefor us Thechildren
asolearned that God wantsusto love one another andtolove
ourselves. Itissoimportant to teach children at avery young
agethat God loves us so much, no matter what wedo, Hewill
forgiveus. If Godforgivesusit makesit easer tolearnthat we
also need to forgive one another.

On February 10th, the children enjoyed ateddy bear brunch.
Each child brought their favorite teddy bear to school. Each
teddy bear was uniqueand specia to the child who brought it.
They enjoyed having snack, lunch, ngptimeand story timewith
their bears.

Thechildren had agresat timedecorating their Vaentinebags
and delivering valentinesto dl their friendson February 14th.
We enjoyed afun party with lunch and goodies provided by
our supportiveparents. Thechildrendl looked so happy leaving
withtheir bagsfull of valentinesand treats.

The children loved learning about pets the last part of
February. They enjoyed bringing picturesof their petsandtelling
about how special their petsareto them. Welearned that most
peoplehavedogsor catsfor pets, but some peoplehavebirds,
rats, quineapigs, hermit crabs, fish and even snakes!

We arelooking forward to afun-filled March. Our themes
will be*Fun With the Wind and Wesather” and “ Dinosaurs.”
Our chapel themeswill betrust (Isaiah 26:4), strength (Isaiah
40:29), honesty (Proverbs 12:22) and joy (Psalm 100:1-2).

| hope everyone enjoyed abeautiful Vaentine's Day with
their specia loved ones. | thank you for your continued love,
support and prayers!

InHislove,
Janet Lewis

S.W.E.A.T. AEROBICS

MOTIVATION

Weare motivated by many reasonsto join an exerciseclass.
Some want to lower cholesterol, others want to tone up,
and most peoplejust want to burn somecaories. Many have
been told by adoctor tojoin afitnessclass. Theseareall
great reasonsto begin exercising and taking better care of
the body. As Christians, we also have a higher reason to
carefor the body. It was given to usby God. So whether
you choose aerobics, walking, swimming, or other waysto
stay fit, take care of thebeautiful gift giventoyou.

“To master change, don't press harder on a pedal
already floored, shift gearsinstead.”
R. Sandroff

S.W.E.A.T. Aerobics meets in the Fellowship Center:
Mon., Wed., & Fri. - 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.
and Mon. - Thurs. - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
(High or Low Impact)
Tues. & Thurs. - 8:00 - 8:45 a.m.
(Non-Impact/Seniors)
For More Information Call:
Sandra Hegwood @ 988-5655

Women’'s Fun
§ Fellowship

Joinusonthelast Friday of every month
at 12:00inRoom 6
Bring asack lunchfor yourself
For moreinformation contact
LinHerron at 869-6414

Women'sFun & Fellowship Groupisin need of
card tablesfor their monthly card night. Do you
haveacardtableyou canloantotheladies?If so
please contact Lin Herron at 869-6414.
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A DIRECTOR @ descri bﬁgtsthi
CIl"LDREN's early churchand

says “All the

‘i"\’ lM'NISTR'Es believers were

together and had

everythingin common” and
they “broke bread in their
homesand atetogether with
glad and sincerehearts.” In
order to remain connected to
God and serve Him, they
remained connected to one
another and experiencedlife
together. Through the good
timesand bad, they found reassurancein sharing their joysand
their burdenswith Christ and with each other.

We've been having
Family Funactivitiesherea
Centenary for about three
years now. Aside from
havingfun, theseeventsare
intentional timesto liveout
theversesfrom the book of
Acts regarding the
fellowship of thebelievers.
Years ago, as a young
Christian parent, | longed to find a Church Family that would
makemy family fedl asif wewere extended family. Wefound
that here. Regardless of what happensintheworld around us,
our Church Family is a
constant presence of love
and acceptance, fun and
support. My prayer isthat
every family here at
Centenary findsthe peace
that comesfrom belonging
toaChurch Family that, as
Pastor Bob likesto say, acts
like Jesuswith skinon.

With that purposein mind, wewill continueto offer Family
Fun eventsto remain connected to each other. Theseactivities
areassmpleasmesting a apark withapicnic dinner or coming
together with favorite board games. Recently we caravaned up
to the snow and had agreat day dedding and sharing hot cocoa.
Regardlessof theactivity, wejust enjoy living lifetogether.

We encourageyou to stay connected with our Church Family,
throughworship, study and fellowship.

InHisService,
Heather Danid

Updatefrom

John and Sela
White \\

Our missionary »
friends John and d

Stella  White
continue to serve ..
the Lord a Pray for Missions
Donyetsk

Chrigtian University, in Southeastern Ukraine. Here
isthelr most recent prayer requestsand updates:

“Thank youagainfor your prayersfor us Johnfinished
two weeks of studiesin Kiev earlier thisyear and
now is confirmed in a direction for his future
dissertation topic (see prayer request #3). Now both
John and Stellaare settled back into work at DCU
throughthelongwinter.

Would you pleasejoinusin prayer for:

1) Our hedlth through thesewinter months, aswell as
the health of our students.

2) John as he prepares to teach a class on “Non-
Chrigtian Religions.” Thisissomething that John has
taught beforecalled“World Religionsand Cults” but
John hasnever taught the coursetofirst-year sudents
who haven't taken Introductionto Theology yet, so
please pray for specia wisdom! Johnwill dsofinish
teaching his*History of Missions’ classto our part-
time students over the next two weeks.

3) John as he aso works on assignments for one
doctoral class, “ Cultureand Transformation” and as
he starts researching his dissertation topic on the
factorsfor Ukrainiansgoingintoforeign missonssince
the fall of communism. This research could help
Ukrainiansand foreign missionariesto know what
worksand what doesn’t work in sending Ukrainians
intothemissonfied.

4) Our student prayer group, for Stella as she
prepares“tea’ each week for our worship, prayer,
and Bible study, and for usasawholeto encourage
and support one another.

5) Thegovernment of Ukraine, whichisgoing through
anumber of changes, including restructuring the
department of religion. Please pray for continued
freedom for those sharing God’sWord.

Thank you so much, and God'shlessingsinthecoming
month.
Johnand Stella



Centenary United M ethodist
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1911 Toyon Avenue

Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441
www.centenarychurch.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturday
March 5th

A Centenary Church Men’s Event

Tri-tip Dinner

4-6 p.m. in the Fellowship Center

Guest Speaker
Command Sergeant Major Stan Skooglund




