Juneisgoingto beavery busy
month. Onthe 11thwewill hold
the Church Rummage Sae, and
that sameweekendistheYouth
services. Plus, Juneisatimefor
graduations, Vacation Bible
School, Love Modesto and, for
some of you, your own family
vacation. Yep, June is a very
busy monthwith many of activi-
ties.

| wouldliketo ask youtotakea
moment on Thursday the 2nd and remember that itisAscen-
sion Day. That doesn’t mean you haveto run out tothe Hall-
mark storeand buy your Ascension Day cardsor put up your
Ascension day lightsor even get your Ascension Day tree
beforethelotsare picked over.

Nofanfareisrequired. Remembering Ascension Day smply
meanstaking amoment to reflect upon the eventsthat tran-
Spired after Easter. Ascension Day fallsforty daysafter Eas-
ter and istheday that Jesuswastaken up, or ascended, back
to Heaven. What isimportant about thisday iswhat the Bible
tellsushappened next.

After Heascended to Heaven, the Bible saysthat Jesus* sat
down” at theright hand of God the Father. On the surface
thissimpleact may not seem likemuch to us. Jesusreturned
to Heaven, and when He got there He sat down. Inreality,
theimplicationishuge. Jewish people*” sat down” only when
their work was completed. For the Bibleto tell usthat Jesus
sat down isthe same as saying the task which brought Jesus
to the earth had been compl eted.

Sowhat task brought Jesusto the earth? JesusHimself tells
usin Luke 19:10“ For the Son of Man cameto seek and to
savewhat waslost.”

Jesus cameto seek us, and Hecameto saveus. Inoneof His
parables, Jesustalksabout ashepherd who soloved hissheep
that if onewaslost, hewould recognizethat it was missing
and leavethe 99 (theimplicationisthat they were safe) to go
searchfor thelost sheep. Theteaching isclear; Jesusleft the
splendor and glory of Heavento come searching for
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us, Hislost lambs. And when Hefound us, the Bible says
therewasrg oicinginthe presence of theangels, which means
itisGod that isrejoicing, because one of Hislost lambswas
found.

Jesus cameto save us. The Bible saysthat the wages, the
penalty, for sinisdeath, meaning, because of sin something
hasto die. Unwilling for usto bethe onesto die, Jesuswent
to the cross. Hewho knew no sin becamesin, our sin. And
through His work on the cross, Jesus did for us what we
could not do for ourselves, He saved us.

Andwith Hiswork completed, He sat down.

Jesus hasdone Hispart; Hehaspaidin full the penalty for
our sin: past, present and future. Thereisnothingleft for Him
to do. That does not meant thereisnothing left for usto do.

Think for aminute about Christmas. Pictureinyour minda
Christmastreewith beautifully wrapped giftsunder that tree.
Imagineoneof thosegiftshaving atag with your nameonit -
agiftfor you. Now imagineleaving that gift under thetree,
and then when thetree had served it’spurpose and wastaken
out of thehouse, imaginethat giftinacloset orinthegarage.
Imaginethat beautifully wrapped gift, with your nameonit,
out inthe garage gathering dust. What awasteit would be.

Jesusoffersusawonderful gift, abeautiful gift, theforgive-
nessof sinandlifeeverlasting. He paid the penalty for our
sin, paidthepriceinfull and proved thesameby sitting down
after Heascended into Heaven. HehasdoneHis part. What
isleft, thereceiving of that gift and the act of making it our
own, isuptous.

Thatiswhat Ascenson Day isdl about. Thismonth, onThurs-

day, June 2nd, take amoment to remember and take another
moment to makethegift of Jesusyour own.

Rt 2

Pastor Bob



Summer Wednesd
July 6 -

“For everything that waswritten in the
past was written to teach us, so that

through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope.”
Romans 15:4
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ession and with so many good possibilities,
e snarrowed it down to 3 choices.
vou think?

ilans* Lifeof Elijah

Weareaskingyou tobeapart of thisdecision.

VOTINGBEGINS...NOW! and will end on Wednesday, June 15"

Email your voteto centenar yofmodesto@sbcglobal.net, BriRalston@sbcglobal .net,
roxannhays@aol.com or call in your votetothechurch officeat 527-5441.
You can alsodrop your ballot intothevoting box on thetable
at theback of thesanctuary Saturday night
or Sunday mor ningin thebox located at ther efreshment table.

Winner announced June 18/19!

SimpleSummer Supper 5:30pm
TheRock Youth Group 6:00 pm
Adult & Children’sClasses 6:30 pm
Nursery Care 6:30 pm



% mw/d/ém/w
Callege Graduates
SophiaDedeAddy - ColumbiaUniversity
Mastersin Public Hedlth
Ashley Boyer - UC Davis High School Graduates
Bachelor of Psychology DylanAlbiani - Beyer High
Joanne Dix - CSU Stanisiatis SophieAscaso - Big Valley Christian High School
Liberal Studies, English Melody Edwards- Beyer High
Stephanie Dix - CSU Stanislaus Elias Futch - Hughson High School
Libera Studies, Child Development Geoffrey Jacobs - Beyer High School
Natalie Hellman - Seattle Pacific University Matthew Mey - Ceres High School
Bachelor of Science Dietetics Allen Mutuma- Beyer High
Spencer Hutton - UC Irvine Rachel Anne Pearre - Beyer High
Bachelor of Artsin Economics Kate Redner - Connecting Waters Charter School
Margaret Kingori - CSU Stanislaus Jonathon Smith - Beyer High
Mastersin EDD Justin Usiak - Downey High School
Amanda (Swanson) Nugent - CSU East Bay Benjamin Vincent - Beyer High School
Masters in Mathematics Megan Wade - Beyer High School
Andrew Redner - UOP McGeorge School of Law
Chris Redner - CSU Stanidaus Jr.High Graduates
BusinessAdministration, Marketing Kyle Amador -
Paul Sever - CSU Humboldt Jarad Barnett -
Environmental Resources Planning Tanner Curutchague - Savage Junior High
Kari (Stuermer) Stoddard - University of Phoenix NarelleNorris- Roosevelt Junior High
MastersBusinessAdministration Nate Overholtzer - LaLomaJunior High

FATHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH

AT

M]EN S. COME BE A PART

SING OF THE
| ALL-MEN’S SING

L/

REHEARSE IN ROOM 2/3 AT 8:30 A.M.

WE WILL ENJOY SPECIAL “MAN FOOD”
ON THE PATIO AT 10:00 A.M.

AND SING AT THE 10:30 SERVICE




Missions Team Update

Opportunitiesto Serve
Every Fourth Sunday
of theMonth
Dinner at the Gospel Mission
7:30t08:30pm

Sign up at the Missions Team table
after church services. Children age 10
and over are welcome. Spaceis limited so sign up early for your
preferred dates. As the weather warms up please note the Gospel
Mission hasadress code and requeststhat we do not wear shortsor
deeveess/tank top shirts.

L OVE M odesto Saturday June 25

Thereare many community projects planned for the second Love
Modesto event thisyear. Many of them arefamily friendly. Check
with a Missions team member at the Missions table or go to
www.lovemodesto.com to get detail ed information on the projects
andtosignup. ThedeadlinetosignupisJune19. Thiswouldbea
great opportunity to joinwith family and friendsto servetogether asa
group.

Centenary will behogting aproject in conjunction withWorldVision
to provide hedth worker kitstoAIDSserviceworkersinAfrica. Each
kit costs $30. Consider sponsoring one or moreKkits, make checks
payableto Centenary with Africaprojectinthememoline.

Advancing Vibrant Communities
Summer is a great time for children to become involved with
community service. Each day theAdvancing Vibrant Communities
website posts opportunitiesfor short and long term service. Check
them out at www.vibrantcommunities.org.
Support MissionsTeam Projects
Giveyour changetothe“ Changeto ChangeLives’
Jar at the Missions Team Table
Join the Missions Team

Weinviteal interested congregation membersto join usfor our
meetingsthethird Thursday of each month at 6:30intheevening, in
theyouth room.

S.W.E.A.T. AEROBICS

Did you know that aerobic exercise helpsdelay the
aging process? Bones are like muscles in that with
exercise, they become stronger. If you exercisein your
younger years, you can prevent bones becoming
susceptible to osteoporosis (which causes bones to
becomebrittieand fragile.)

Wehaveaclassat Centenary caled, “Easy Doeslt.”
Thisclassisgeared for Seniorsand others searching for
alLevel 1 exerciseprogram. Exercisesare performed
either standing or sittingin chairs. Thereisno mat work
(onthefloor) likethe other classes. If youwould liketo
speak directly with the senior classinstructor, you may
call SylviaSwan at 521-7199.

“Old ageislike everything el se. To make a success of
it, you' vegot to start young.” ~ Fred Astaire

SW.E.A.T.Aerobics

meets in the Fellowship Center:

Mon., Wed., & Fri. - 9:00- 10:00 a.m.
and Mon. Tues. & Thurs. - 5:30-6:30 p.m.

(Highor Low Impact)

Tues. & Thurs. - 8:00-8:45a.m.
(Non-Impact/Seniors)
For Information Call:

SandraHegwood 988-5655

All-Church Rummage Sale!
Saturday, June 11
7 am. -4 p.m.

Mark your calendars now!
Donations will be accepted until June 8

Would you like to help?
Contact Mark & Pam Vasché At 578-0949




Weekly Events

SUNDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
ApuLT SUNDAY CLAss - Rm. 15/16  9:00 A.Mm.
TrapITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CAaMBODIAN WoRsHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Jr. & Sr. Hicu Sunpay Scroor. Rm. 4/5 10:30 A.M.

MONDAY
Bern Moore WoMEN’s BiBLE STupY - RM. 6 6:30 p.M.

TUESDAY
Tarirt Suopr 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 p.M.

WEDNESDAY

MEN’s BiBLE STuDY - PERKO’S MCHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.

Jr. & Sr. Hicu Yourn Groupr 6:00 p.M.

THURSDAY
Pastor’s BiBLE STUDY - RM. 15/16 9:00 A.M.

SATURDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M.

June 9 SPRC Meeting

June 11 Church Rummage Sale

June 13 Board of Trustees Meeting

June 16 Missions Team Meeting

June 16 Preschool Advisory Board Meeting

June 19 Father’'s Day Men's Sing/Special Fellowship

June 20 Finance Committee Meeting
June 24 Women’'s Fun & Fellowship
June 25 Love Modesto at Centenary
June 26 Family Worship

June 26 Vacation Bible School Begins
June 27 Ad Council Meeting

6/1  BENBANKARD

6/1 ELisABETH HELLMAN
6/1  WEsLEy McCLAIN
6/1  THOEUN YANG

6/2  SARA MARQUART
6/3  Awmy FORBES

6/3 DonNBAUGHN

6/3 KATHY BoyD

6/4  ALICE ANDERSEN
6/4  RepbinGg CAUSEY
6/4  SEANGHUN SOUN
6/5  CvYNTHIA VINCENT
6/5  BeverLy WINGER
6/5 Boramy TEk

6/5 SteveNn DiTommAso
6/6  JeFr Boyer

6/6  MARY BURROUGHS
6/6  Sao SaN

6/6  KRISTIN SIMONSON
6/7 DiaNAPINHEIRO
6/7 CaryN KyTE

6/8 BoprHA LEY

679  RicH FERREIRA

679 CrLavTOoN McCLANAHAN
6/9 FrepReNO

6/10 Bos MoRRIs 6/23
6/10 JiLL TORRANCE 6/23
6/10 BetTty CAMPBELL 6/24
6/10 PauLBuck 6/24
6/10 CHrisBIDWELL 6/24
6/11 DALE FRUECHTENICHT 6/28
6/11 KAREN WEATHERLY 6/28
6/12 JONATHAN THUN 6729
6/13 BReENT UrRBAN 6729
6/13 MonNicA BAUGHN 6729
6/13 TvYLER BYRNE 6730
6/14 MARGARET BELL 6730

Jim BowERs
MURINE HAVENS
PATrICIA HARRIS
JiMm NAWROCKI
HeATHER WOMMACK
JOHN LIGHTHALL
DeanNA HuTTON
EArRL GAARDE
MERLE BECKWITH
SHANNA CoOLEY
MicHELLE OVERHOLTZER
ERrRic FLETCHER
RoBerT HALL
PAT HARRINGTON
JULENE GENTRY
PeETER DUENAS
MARc BLEDSOE
NAaNcy WHITE
PAT SHAEFER
JUNE ScoTT

MEL RicHARS
RicH FisHER
RATHY LEY
WHITNEY DAVIES
PauL RawsoN
BRENDA REDNER
TrACEY RIDDLE
JAMES BLACK

It is not our intention to overlook your birthday. If your birthday
was not listed, please call the church office @ 527-5441 and let
us know, so that we can update our records. Thank You!

RSVP - SENIORS HELPING SENIORS

RSVP stands for Retired & Senior
Volunteer Program of Stanislaus County,
which is a program designed to promote
and support people age 55 and older in vari-
ousvolunteer opportunitiesthat assist other
seniors.

Oneway inwhich you can get involved isto join the program, and
then volunteer your time to drive other seniors to church, doctor’s
appointments, shopping trips, etc. You are then reimbursed for your
mileage. Already involved with these activities? You may beeligible
to be reimbursed! Contact Christina Ulloa at DMC Foundation at
527-3412, for moreinformation or for an application.



Did you know our Church hasagreat Christ-
centered library? Centenary’slibrary is open
every Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Who can combine agood read and amodern-day portrait of
Christ’s relationship to us? Terri Blackstock that’s who.
Covenant ChildisaWomen of Faith fiction novel. Beautiful,
precociousthreeyear oldtwinsKaraand LizzieHolbrookelive
acharmed lifewith their widowed but doting father, Jack. When
hefound loveand married again, it seemed their liveswould
finally be* happy ever after.” That new life shatterswhen Jack
and hiswealthy parentsarekilled in aplane crash. Jack’snew
wife, Amanda, inheritsthefamily estate but failsto gain custody
of thetwins. And so beginsan emotionally charged story that
encouragesreadersto embracethe uniquelife God hasplanned
for each of Hischildren.

Your young adult daughter or granddaughter might enjoy the
SierraJenson series, starting with book #1, Only You, Sierra,
by Robin Jones Gunn. Sierrahad always been thebold, free-
spirited type, but now her wholefoundation was being rocked.
SierraJenson settled back into her seat and gazed through the
train window at the English countryside. So much wason her
mind, and her heart wasflooded with emotions. She hoped the
friendships she had madewith Katieand Christy this past week
during the Europe missionstrip would last forever. Shedreaded
theflight back to the States, knowing that everything would be
completely different when shereturned home. Whilein England,
Sierra sfamily had moved. She hated the thought of goingtoa
new high school inthemiddleof her junior year. The prospect of
another datelessyear madeher heart sink. Shewonderedif she'd
ever findlove, but theninal ondon airport, shemet Paul. But of
course, it wasjust achance meeting, wasn'tit? Shewould never
seehimagain, or would she?

For ages baby to preschool, we have First Virtues for
Toddlersseriesby Mary Manz Simon. Mary says: “We make
themistakeof thinking that childrenwill smply ‘catch’ avirtue
when they see usopening adoor for someoneor sharingwitha
friend. Virtuesare caught but they area so taught. Becausethere
issomuch culturd clutter floating around childrentoday, wemust
beintentiond, not justincidenta about cutting throughthat clutter
andteach corebdliefs.” Look for Kitty ShowsKindness, Piglet
tells the Truth, Duckling is Patient and many others. The
illustrations are so cute, too. L ook for the one of kitty helping
her momwiththedishes. You'll loveher littleapron.

Kari Swanson

Solve the
I nequality:
God>Dog
~B.Akina

Recently, my wife
and | watched one ‘
of our favoritefilms,
Bestin Show (don’t
bother renting
it...it's a strange
and silly piece of
work). It'safictiona documentary, or “ mockumentary,”
about the annual Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show
and severd of the hopeful dog breederswho devotetheir
livestoraisngandtraining their purebred dogs.

Thefilmisan amusing examination of how obsessive
people can become over their hobbies, but it did spark
somethoughtsfor me. Beneaththegoofy exterior, | was
watching amovie about peoplewho devote every free
moment of their livesto the pursuit of anideal. They
driveback and forth acrossthe country, dogging through
regiona semifinalsin Podunk hamletsjust for the chance
totravel to Pennsylvania(ontheir own dime) and compete
for stripsof bluefabric—cash prizesrarely exceed $100,
evenfor thetop tier of nationa winners.

Aseasy asit may beto sneer at this, | am struck with
ahint of contrition—I servethe God of theuniverse. |
believethat nothing intheworld ismoreimportant than
serving Chrig—but ismy commitment asobviousasthose
eccentricswith their purebred dogs? Onecoupleinthe
filmhasaterrier-shaped mailbox and arecongantly writing
and performing songsin honor of their dog. Another
hiresafull-timetrainer (out-of-pocket) to act astheir
poodle’s handler. Still another couple takes their
Weimaraner to apsychiatrist.

Am| that obviously sold-out for my God? Dol live
my lifeinaway that icitssneersfrom“normal” people?
These questions humble me, and that isablessing. |
want to encourage you, brothersand sisters, to consider
these questionsfor yourselves.

One last note about the movie: the dog handlers
presented their animasinahugearenafilled with thousands
of people. That may seemfictitious, but the Westminster
Kennel Club Dog Show isviewed by about 3.5 million
people (betweenticket holdersand homeviewers) every
year. Maybe crazy attractsacrowd. Dowe?




It isJune and we are planning for some carefree days of
summer. It seemsso strangethat I’ m sitting hereinmy jeans,
sweater and boots, listening to therain as| make our plans
for summer fun! Although thewesather certainly doesn’t quite
feel likesummer yet, I’m sureit will be warmer very soon.
We look forward to picnics, walksto the park, water play
and bike days. God isso good! Wefeel soblessedtobeable
to spend our dayswith the preciouschildren at Centenary.

We had amarvel ous month of May. Thefirst two weeks
thechildren focused on doing somenicethingsto honor their
mommies for “Mother’s Day.” They enjoyed stringing
necklaceswith colorful rigatoni noodles and wooden beads.
They turned out so pretty and the children were so proud to
seetheir mommieswearing the necklaces. Thechildrenaso
had fun making cars, vases, potpourri sachets, hand prints,
foot printsand pictureframes.

Thelast two weeksof May the childrenlearned about farm
animals. They learned about the many animalsthat liveona
farm. Thechildrenlearned that someanimashepfarmersdo
their work, whileothersprovidefood. Childrenloveanimas
andfoundit quiteinteresting to learn about al the hard work
that needsto be doneafarm. Oneof our four year oldslives
onafarm. Shelovesto help her mom and dad feed theanimals,
whileher sister and brother hel p do some of the other chores.
Welearned it takesthewholefamily to runthefarm.

Withtheend of May comestheredization that we haveto
say good-byeto someof our preciousfiveyear olds, asthey
takethat big step into kindergarten. On one hand, we' re so
proud of themfor how for they’ ve come sincetheir first day
with us, but, on the other hand, we' re not quiteready to let
go. Wemust let go, so wedo sowithasmile, aproud heart
and aprayer that God will watch over them and protect them
asthey continuetheir journey without us.

We look forward to some warmer weather ahead. Our
themesfor Junewill be* Father’sDay and “ God’'s Roaring
Ocean.” Our chapel themeswill beCreation Day 4 (Genesis
1:14-16) Creation Day 5 (Genesis 2:2-3) Creation Day 6
(Genesis 1:24-26) and Creation Day 7 (Genesis 2:2-3).
Thank you so much for your continued love, support and
prayers. Please continue to do so, aswe continueto share
Jesuswith all thepreciouslittle onesHehassent tous.

InHisLove,
Janet Lewis

DIRECTOR )
| CHILDREN'S
2L MINISTRIES

Children’sMinistry isplanning to go wild thismonth with
our ‘ PandaMania Veacation Bible School! VBSisanongoing
event throughout theweek of June 26-30. Weplantowelcome
over 150 children each evening and have over 2 hoursof fun
activitiesplanned. Thisyear’sthemepromisestobeawild
timeasour children experience God listening to them, God
watching over them and God |oving them no matter what.
Kidswill learnto see God at work intheir livesby watching
for God Sightingsthroughout theweek and beyond.

Vacation Bible School ismuch morethan sittinginachair
and hearing aBiblestory. Kidsactually experienceBible
storiesevery night through engaging, hands-on activities. One
night kidswill bewith Jonah ashetriesto escapefrom God,
andanother night they’ |1 bewith Elijah confronting the prophets
of Bad. Besdestheexciting Bibleexplorationtime, they will
al so experience energetic games, worshipful music, smple
craftsand yummy snacksthat ared| based onthe Biblestory
of theday.

One of the most important nightsat VBSislater in the
week when kids have learned how much God lovesthem.
Thechildren are presented with the Gospel and they aregiven
an opportunity to pray to ask Jesusintotheir livesforever. |
can’'t begintotell you how amazing that moment isto see
dozens of children with heads bowed in prayer and hands
raised to God, asking Him to be with them always. Inthat
moment, al themonths, weeksand hoursof VBS preparation
areworth every second becausethose children havenew hope
inJesus.

Thereisdtill plenty of timefor youto bepart of thisexciting
ministry. We need about 70 volunteersto helpmakeVBSa
reality. We need many suppliesand alot of financial helpto
offer aweek of VBSfreeto any child who wantsto come.
About 60% of thechildrenat VBSarenot apart of thelife of
Centenary and thismay bethefirst timethey hear about Jesus.
Pl ease help usmake Jesusknown to the children of M odesto!
We appreciate your support and your prayers!

InHisService,
Heather Danid
hethdaniel @yahoo.com



<|Eentenary United M ethodist
Church

1911 Toyon Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Centenary (Children’s
Ministry Presents

Vacation Bib]e School

201 1

Sunday, June 26th -
Thursdgag, June §Oth

6:00 ~ 8:15 p-m.

For Children Ages % Years - 6th (Grade
Kick-Off Dinner Sundag, June 26th at 5.00 p-m.



