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| remember one summer many
yearsago, Cheryl and | wereon
vacationwithmy extended family,
and wewerelooking for aplace
to attend worship. We drove by
what looked like a cute little
mountain Church on Saturday
evening and decided sinceit was
close to where we were staying
and it was a mainline
denomination, wewould attend
that church. We got up early,
dressed, had our breakfast and headed for what we hoped
would beawonderful time of worship but... Whenwegot to
the Church wefound the parking | ot empty. Welooked around
forasign, any kind of sgnthat might tell uswhat time church
garted, but wefound nothing. Wewaited and wa ked around.
Weeventried thedifferent doorsbut no matter what wetried,
wewere not ableto worship at that church onthat Sunday.
Unfortunately, that wasnot a“unique’ experiencefor us. We
havevacationed many timesin many different placesand have
always looked for a place to worship on Sunday. But too
oftenit feelslikethose churchesareonly for people“onthe
ingde’

Do you know themeaning of the phrase“ontheinsde?’ In
thiscaseit meansif you arenot aninsider youwill not know
the secrets of the church. And because you don’t know the
“secrets’ you asowon't know whereto park, what door to
useto enter or exit, whereto sit, what timethe services start,
when to stand, when to sit, or evenif itis OK to sit when
everyoneeseisstanding.

Most churcheshaveinsider secretsand we havethem here
at Centenary, it’sjust that to us, the secretsaren’t secret. For
example, we know that the door wherethe pastor standsto
greet people, the onethat facesMcHenry, isthemain door
not the big doorsthat face the patio area. We know where
the bathroomsarelocated, and wherethe other bathrooms
arelocated if those doorsarelocked.

We also know what it feelslike to not know the secrets.
And none of uswantsvisitorsto Centenary to ever fedl like
wearetheinsdersand they are not welcomehere.

So how dowe make Centenary comfortableand welcoming
for vigtors?I think thefirst thing we need to doisto offer our
potentia visitorsanon-threatening chanceto see usand get
toknow us. | think we need to givethem achanceto comeon
campus, preferably for asafe and comfortableevent, and
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experience the kindness, the laughter, and the love of the
Centenary Church Family.

Andto accomplishthis, wehave planned alot of eventsfor
2011. We are cdlling these events Share JesusMoments. The
purpose of these eventsisto give usthe opportunity toinvite
our family, friendsand neighborsto cometo Centenary and
check usout. My prayer ispeoplewill discover that wearea
lot of fun and thisagood placeto be.

Tothat end, on Saturday, January 29th we are hosting the
Rock’ n Egg Rollsevent. | think that will bealot of fun but
let’sbehonest, if weredly wanted egg rollswe could just buy
them. Thisevent isabout much morethan just learning how to
make egg rolls. Thisevent isalso about inviting peopleto
comeonto the Church groundsand, hopefully, discover that
thisisagood placeto be.

We have many other events of thisnature coming up. In
February wearegoingto haveamovienight. I' m4till tryingto
talk theminto showing an Abbott and Costell movie. | haveto
keep onreminding myself it’'snot about themovie, it' sabout
the opportunity to introduce peopleto Centenary. In March,
wearehopingto host Beat Feast 1. InApril wewill hunt for
Easter eggsat the Easter Eggstravaganzaand thelist goeson.

But thesetimes aren’t even about the event themselves.
Thesetimes are opportunitiesfor usto step outside of our
comfort zoneand “ Share Jesus’ with other peopleby smply
extendinganinvitation.

I’m excited about these events. | hopeyou will beexcited
too.

Shaom,

et e

Pastor Bob

Share Jesus 2011

Centenary Men's Ministry

“Band of Brothers”
March 3. 2011
6 pm =38 pm
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Centenary Women’s Conference 2011

May 13—14
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DO YOU HAVE A GREEN THUMB?
A WILLING HEART TO HELP BEAUTIFY CENTENARY?

Centenary is in need of volunteers to help us keep our garden areas
growing, maintained and thriving.

We need several persons with a love for plants and flowers, and a
willingness to get their hands dirty. Have an area in mind you would like to
help beautify? Let us know!

If you are interested in helping us with this ministry
opportunity, please contact the church
office at 527-5441
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SUNDAY
MEeN’s BiBLE Stupy - Rm. 1 7:00 A.m.
CoNTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
AbULT SUNDAY CLASs - Rm. 15/16 9:00 A.Mm.
TrRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CamBobIAN WoRsHIP SErvICE 10:30 A.M.
JrR. & SR. HicH SunpAY ScHooL Rw. 4/5 10:30 A.Mm.
MONDAY
BeTH Moore BisLE Stupy - Rm. 6 6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY
Mom2Mom Rwm. 6 9:30 A.M.
THRIFT SHoP 9:30 A.m. - 12:30 P.Mm.
MEN’s BIBLE STuDY FELLOWSHIP - SANCTUARY 6:55 P.M.
WEDNESDAY
MEeN’s BiBLE Stupy - PErRkO's McHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.

SPIRIT SaLoN WoMEN' s BisLE Stuby/FeLLowsHiP 9:00 A.Mm.

WEeDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY/FELLOWSHIP
DINNER - 5:30 P.M./CLASSES - 6:30 P.M.
JR. & SR. HicH Y ouTtH Grour 6:00 P.M.
THURSDAY
Pastor’s BieLE Stuby - Rm. 15/16 9:00 A.M.
CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL - Rm. 2/3 7:00 p.M.
SATURDAY
CoNnTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M.

February 10 SPRC Meeting

February 11-13 All Comers Retreat/RCP
February 7 Board of Trustees Meeting
February 15
February 17
February 17
February 21

February 22
February 28

Missions Team Meeting

Finance Committee Meeting
Ad Council Meeting

Children’s Ministry Team Meeting

Preschool Advisory Board Meeting
Presidents’ Day/Church Office Closed

21
21
212
212
212
2/3
2/3
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
27
27
27
2/8
2/8
2/8
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/12
2/12

Tammy TroUT
HArRoLD WHALEY
SaLLy TAYLOR
PryLLisRusy
MorN LoEuTH
Bryce DaviEs
Brabp RobmAN
SusaN LIGHTHALL
Davip DEMERs
NicoLe BurTis
SHAWNDA BURTIS
GLENN JAMISON
GERTRUDE COLEGROVE
MARLA NAWROCKI
ANN RoBBINS
Lou RHobES

Ebp WENGEL

Jay GaLAs

BetrTy HEVRIN
RaNpALL GABEREL
KARI SWANSON
MARYANN RILEY
RicHARD ANDERSEN
RaTHA BuN
MELISSA SPARKS
HEeLEN M ONROE
AARON STRUCK
BRUCE VALENTINE

CARLENE DUAMARELL
Pete DUENAS
AIMEE HUTTON
SuzANNE LovE
Davip CROCKER
GuyLA BurHANS
Jm PerRY

Steve NErFr
Devon PaGe
MELANIE HILDEBRANDT
Tim HuBBARD
Tom GINGERICH
AiDY Hays

Tom SHAEFER
JENICA SEABOURN
JosH HELM

LN HERRON
CLARA CONSTABLE
DARIN CHHUOY
WiNoNA KRIESE
KurTis NELSON
MARGARET OLSON
Pam VLAcH
HARLON SMITH
Frank BAUGHN
SokpALY CHHUOY
ELousiE HANSON
DotTIE STARR
SimoNIE WEBSTER
Misty WHETZLER
MiTcHELL CouRT
JoHN A. ASHLEY
SHIRLEY MILLER
CHRrIs WITKOWSKI
LinDA WATSON
Mike HELLMAN
CHARLENE GARCIA
MiTcH Lucas

It is not our intention to overlook your birthday. If your birthday
was not listed, please call the church office @ 527-5441 and let
us know, so that we can update our records. Thank You!




It is February, the
month we associate with
love. TheBiblesaysin 1l
John4:7*“Dear friends, let
us love one another, for
lovecomesfrom God...”
So, love is what we're
going to learn about in
February. It isthe perfect
month to focuson treating the specia peoplein our liveswithjust
alittleextraT.L.C., especially on February 14, Vaentine' sDay.
We arevery good at getting so comfortable with the peoplewe
love and care about the most, that we forget to let them know
what ablessingthey areto us. Letsal remember todojust alittle
extrasomething for all the specia peopleinour liveswho blessus
everyday! Remember, when you do thingsfor othersit feelsso
goodit not only blessesthem, but it blessesyoutoo! | loveawin-
winlikethis, don’'t you?

Our first month of 2011 wasfull of fun experiences. It wasa
great month for learning about “ winter weather,” which wasour
themefor thefirst part of January. We experienced some heavy
rainstormsand afew very cold, frosty morningsfor whichwehad
to really bundle up. We read great books about cold, snowy
westher. Thechildrenlearned that in someareasit snowsso much
that people can’'t leave their home to go to work or school. In
these areas people have to shovel snow off their walkwaysand
driveways, and snow plowsare used to clear the streets. | an so
thankful it'snot that cold here!

Thechildren had agreet time playing in the snow on* Jack Frost
Day” whenwebrought in bagsof snow ice. They madesnowbdls,
snow angel sand even avery smal snowman. Although therewas
justasmal patch of it, the children had awhol elot of funwiththis
great sensory experience.

The children learned so much about “ other cultures’ thelast part
of January. They experienced some of thefood, language, music,
clothing and customsof each country, including Mexico, England,
Sweden, Cambodiaand Scotland. Some of the parentsbrought in
food items so we could experience cooking and tasting some of
the food from each country. Other parents brought in books,
clothing, musicand picturesrepresentingtheir cultura backgrounds.
It wasvery interesting, learning whereeach family’ sancestorswere
from.

Wearelooking forward to afun month of February. Our themes
will be*LoveonAnother” and* Our Pets.” Our chapel themeswill
be forgiveness (Eph. 4:32), love (1 John 4.7). kindness (Prov.
19:17), and believing (Matt. 21:22). What ajoy it isto teach the
children about God'slove. Weare so thankful for the opportunity
we haveto reach out to all thewonderful familiesat Centenary
Chrigtian Preschool. Wethank you for hel ping make that happen
through your continued love, support and prayers. Wewishyou dl
avery happy Vaentines sDay!

InHisLove,
Janet Lewis

“Your Perfect Haws’
—B. Akina

InMaddlinel’ Engle's
book A Wrinkle in
Time, threeyoungsters
are sent on aquest by
atroupeof supernatura
beings. Thebeingsgive
each a“talisman”—a
piece of prophetic
advicethat would aidtheminther journey. Thecentrd
figure, Meg, istold only this. “| giveyou your faults.”

Meg responded precisely as most of us would
have. She complained. “But I’'mawaystryingto get
rid of my faultsl”

Thereply isspokenlovingly, likeaparent tryingto
explainsomething too complex and beatiful for achild
to understand but knowing they deserveto betold
anyway. “Yes...however, | think you'll find they’ll
comeinvery handy.”

Thedesiretoreinvent ourselvesisoften apowerful
one. Many New Year’ sresolutionsare made not with
the desire to discover new joys, but to shuffle off
elementsof our physical and spiritua selvesthat we
findunsatisfying.

Brothersand sisters, you are not an accident. You
are not broken. You are the creation of aflawless
artificer who knitted you together in your mother’s
womb, beheld His handiwork, and declared, “itis
good.”

Moses cited hisverbal weaknessesasareason not
to contend with Pharaoh. Gideon wasthelast to be
picked for hiskickball team. Peter was uneducated
and Johnthe Baptist wassmelly, and Elishawasbald.
But God, welearn from 2 Corinthians 12, exhibits
His power through our weaknesses. When He uses
oneof usfor Hisdivinework, our very incompetence
renders all the credit to Him; if I am incapable of
accomplishing anything good, but my lifeyieldsgood
fruit, there can be no other explanation but God.

So do not fear your flaws, my family. Recognize
them, submit themto God, and trust Himto recognize
good craftsmanship when He seesit. It may takea
whilefor youto sharethat vision, or to see how your
flawsfitinto Hisdivinestratagem, but havefaith...

i

“ Because until the day when God shall deign to
reveal the future to man, all human wisdomis
summed up in these two words:

‘wait’ and ‘hope’.”
—Alexandre Dumas
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A2 children’s

classrooms
at Centenary? Here'salittle glimpse of what
redly happensaswe minister to our littlest ones.
In the nursery, our attendants play with our
babies, caring for themand reflecting God'slove.
Our preschool classroomisaplacewherethe
children till play for abit, but they also beginto
experiencetheroutine of beinginagroup and
following directions. The Preschoolerslearn
basic Bible stories and have ssimple crafts or
gamesthat reinforcethe story. Over the next
couple of months, these stories center around
how much Jesus loves us and how the early
church began.

Our kindergartnersand first Gradersbegin
going abit deeper. They hear the sometimes
familiar Bible story, but they also learn why we
need to follow what Jesusteaches. They are
learning about Jesus' miraclesand parablesand
will soon focuson the Easter story. Children
thisageare eager tolearn new things.

Our second and third graders are beginning
tobuild asolidtrust in God asthey learnto be
themselvesas God guidesthem, evenwhenthey
havedoubts. They’ relooking throughout the
Bibleto find stories of otherswho stood firm
with God and they are finding hope in these
examples. These lessons are reinforced by
activities and games as the children begin to
makethe Chrigtianfaiththeir own. Our fourth,
fifthand axthgradersarediggingintotheir Bibles
to answer real-life questions like ‘Is prayer
pointless? and‘How do | make good choices,
andwhat if | makeamistake? Thisagegroup
seemsto question everything, eventheir faith,
andthey need help finding the solid truthinthe
Bible. Relaionshipswiththosearoundthemare
very important for kidsthisage.

Amazing thingsare hgppeninginsdethewals
of Children’sMinistry and our kidsaregrowing
closer to God! We'd love to have you come
and beapart of thefun.

InHisService,
Heather Danid
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S.WEAT AEROBICS
ENERGY

Aswe approach the New Year, we may be needing more energy
thanwehaveto get going. Weadll fedl better about ourselveswhenwe
havethe energy to do thingsweenjoy. It may seem contradictory, but
exercising actually givesusenergy. We can belikethe* Energizer”
bunny that keeps on going and going!

Christ cameto giveusLIFE. Thelifethat He speaksof isonefull
of spiritual energy. John 10:10 sates, “| camethat they might havelife,
and might haveit abundantly.” Christ’sendlessenergy isavailableto
us. | think weall wish we had moreenergy for others, ourselves, and
especially for God swork.

SW.E.A.T.Aerobics

meets in theFellowship Center:

Mon.,Wed., & Fri. - 9:00- 10:00 a.m.
and Mon. Tues. & Thurs.- 5:30-6:30 p.m.

(High or Low I mpact)

Tues. & Thurs.- 8:00-8:45a.m.
(Non-Impact/Seniors)

For Information Call: SandraHegwood 988-5655

Monday, February 21
Centenary will servedinner
at the Salvation Army
Sign-upsfor serversand
greetersat theMissionstable
after services. Donations
areneeded to cover the

cost of food.
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Mission Team Update
Opportunitiesto Serve

Saturday, April 2and Saturday, June25

LOVE Modesto

Centenary issponsoring Health Kitsfor AIDS Health Workersin
AfricaonApril 2nd. Make adonation of $30 to support akit. For
moreinformation, check the Missonstableafter servicesto participate
inthisor oneof the other projects, sign up at www.lovemodesto.com

Doyou havefurnitureor appliancesin good condition that you
would liketodonate?

Check the Advancing Vibrant Communities website
www.vibrantcommunities.org or call 209-544-9571. Your unneeded
household goods can fill adesperate need in our community.
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Centenary United M ethodist

Church

1911 Toyon Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441
www.centenarychurch.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

are Jesus 20 |1 Event
Movie Night

February 25 - 6:00 p.m.

Free Showing of Star Wars * Pizza * Salad * Popcorn

Fun Event for Adults & Children
Invite Your Friends & Neighbors




