alol

| haveaways

|l oved
Christmas.
Even as a
child | loved
Christmas,
andnot forthe
reasons you
might think.
Oh, asachild
and even
today as an
adult | lovethegiftsunder thetree, but
for methere hasalwaysbeen so much
moreto Christmasthan just the gifts.

| lovethe dedications of Christmas,
| lovethelightsand thecolors, andthe
beauty that decorationsbringinto our
otherwisedrab winter.

| lovethespirit of Christmas. | know
it doesn’t last the whol e season long
but | loveit whentotal strangersgreet
others with words of “Merry
Chrigmas” | evenlikehearing“Happy
Holidays’ and“Best Wishestoyouand
yours.”

And| lovethe music of Christmas.
When| wasakidgrowing upin Dinuba
every Christmas season our Church
would get together, ride through the
streetsof Dinubadttingonavery cold
hay wagon and sing Chrissmas Carols.

| Dggemb'ef, 2011

At the end of the evening wewould
return to the Church for cookies and
hot chocolate.

Years have past since those days of
riding on ahay wagon, but | till love
themusic of Christmas. Thewritersof
those carolswere communicating deep
theological truthsthrough the songs.

In CharlesWesley’scarol “Hark! the
Herdd AngelsSing,” Wedey'steaching
of themeaning of Christmasis, because
Helovesus much, God became one of
us, sothat He could pay the penalty for
our sin and give usthe gift of eternal
life. OrinWesley’swords: “Veiledin
flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’
Incarnate Deity.” Wedley’sdeclaration
Is Jesusis God become human.

“Pleased asmanwith mentodwell...”
Jesus camebecauseHelovesus. “Mild
HelaysHisglory by, born that man no
more may die, born to raisethe son of
earth, bornto givethem second birth.”

I love Christmas. | loveitsmessage:
Jesus came, becauseHelovesus.

Shaom,
ot e

Pastor Bob

‘-’ d’[’
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Written by Charles Wesley
Music by Felix Mendel ssohn

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinnersreconciled.”
Joyful all yenationsrise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christisbornin Bethlehem.”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”

Christ, by highest Heaven adored,;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Latein time behold Him come,
offspring of thevirgin’swomb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see
hail th’ incarnate deity.

Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”

Hail the heav’ n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Lightandlifetoall Hebrings,

ris' nwith healingin Hiswings.

Mild HelaysHisglory by,

born that we no more may die,

Born to raise us from the earth,

born to give us second birth.

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

A ChristmasPrayer

Loving Father, help usremember thebirth of Jesus, that we may sharein the song of theangels, the gladness of
the shepherdsand thewisdom of thewise men.

Closethedoor of hateand open thedoor of loveall over theworld.

L et kindnesscomewith every gift and good desireswith every greeting.

Deliver usfrom evil by theblessingwhich Christ brings, and teach ustobemerry with clean hearts.

May the Christmasmor ning makeush

_ py tobe Thy children, and the Christmasevening bring usto our beds
with grateful thoughts, forgivingand for given, for Jesus sake. Amen.

Robert L ouis Stevenson (1850-1894)



Christmas Euve CWO/I/S/M/,Q/ Sewvices

5:30 p.m. Family Service
7:00 p.m. Contemporary Service
9:00 p.m. Traditional Service
11:00 p.m. Classical Service

Mission Team Update

Theholiday seasonisuponus. Your Missions Teamwill continue
to provide opportunitiesfor you to servein our community
through both our ongoing commitmentsto the Gospel Mission
and Interfaith Ministry, but a so with opportunitiesto provide
extrahelp.

Dinner at the Gospel Mission
Gospel Mission dinner thethird Sunday, December 18th.

We need turkeys delivered December 11th and saladsand
piesthe 18th. Seethe sign-up table after worship at the
Missontable.

Interfaith Ministries
PrepareFood for Distribution
Interfaith Ministries continuesto need your hel p preparing

riceand canned foodsfor distributionto familiesin need.
We can use up to six people each Tuesday and Thursday
morning 9:00 to 11:00. This is a family friendly
opportunity, children nineand older arewelcometo help.
Get moreinformation a theMissionstabl e after services,
or just show up at Interfaith on one of these days.

Support Mission Team Projects

Wewill be collecting new socksand underwear for the
Gospd Mission. Weare a so collecting diapersfor
Interfaith. Bring your donationsto Church on
December 11.

Check us out on Facebook. Look for Centenary’s
Mission Team at www.facebook.com. We will post
updates on upcoming activities, along with information
on past services.



MEeN’s BIBLE Stupy - RM. 1 7:00 A.M.
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.

ADULT SUNDAY CLASs - Rm. 15/16 9:00 A.M.
TrapITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CAaMBODIAN WoORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.

Jr. Hica Rum. 19/Sr. Hicn Sunpay Scaoor Rm. 4/5 10:30 A.m.

Tarirt Suopr 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 p.M.

SUNDAY

TUESDAY
Mom2Mowm - Rm. 6 9:30 A.m.

WEDNESDAY
MEeN’s BiBLE StuDY - PERKO’S McHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.
) 12/1
SPIRIT SALON WoMEN’s BIBLE STUDY/FELLOWSHIP

12/1

Rm. 6 9:00 A.m. 19/

Jr. Hica Rm. 19/Sr. Hicu Yourn Group Rwm. 4/5 6:00 p.M. 1212

THURSDAY 1213

Pastor’s BiBLE STUDY - RM. 15/16 9:00 A.M. 1213

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL - RM. 2/3 7:00 p.M. 124

SATURDAY

12/5

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M. 126

12/7

12/8

12/8

12/9

12/9

12/9
12/11
12/12
December 7 Ad Council Meeting 12/12
December 8 Saff Parish Relations Committee Meeting 12/13

December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

December
December

11
12
14
15
15
16
18
18
19
23
24

25
30

DCU Benefit Brunch/Christmas Celebration

STEPHANIE Dix
JEVON SWANSON
Tep BrRACHT
JOHNASEN SaTH
KATIE STUERMER
HoLLy Davis
CHENDA KLoaAK-KHEK
Tep MeYer

LES LIGHTHALL
BonNiE GANSEL
DARRELL SEVER
Jack STABERG

KAy RAYMOND
Russ Hays

ScotT WEBSTER
Juby RoBINSON
NAaNcy LEe
FRANKLYN VINCENT
MARION STABERG

12/13
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/23
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31
12/31
12/31

ZACHARY LEAM
NicoLE Ascaso
CaroL CRETSER

L YNNE THOMPSON
GARLAND WHETZLER
JuLiE ForBES
WiLLIAM HINRICHS
NATALIE HELLMAN
JoHN HERR

APRIL MCCLANAHAN
RoxAaNN HAYs

Ty CoLE

JuLiE EcKLES
DuANE STEWARD
Davin Peou

Kim Mey

BoB STrReEET

Dennis CUMMINS
MERRI BEHRENS
LiNDA V OORHEES
LEsLIE TORRANCE
ROBERT SCHWENDIMAN
GEeoRGE TE VELDE
MicHAEL HAYNE
DIENA STREET

LinDA BEAMER

BURT VASCHE
MaLcoLm WY ckoFrF
GEORGE CATRAMIS
DIANE STEWARD

Board of Trustees Meeting

Final Spirit Salon Fall Session
Missions Team Meeting

Preschool Advisory Board Meeting

It isnot our intention to overlook your birthday. If your birthday
was not listed, please call the church office @ 527-5441 and let
us know, so that we can update our records. Thank You!

Women's Fun & Fellowship Cards/Lunch
Congregational Blood Pressure Screening
Gospel Mission Christmas Dinner
Finance Committee Meeting

Office Closed at Noon

Christmas Eve Services

5:30, 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

Centenary Thrift Shop

We have been busy at the Thrift Shop on Tuesday mornings. We
thank you for all your donations. Thislittle brown door has been open
for many years now, and this endeavor sends many dollarsto the
Gospel Mission, Interfaith Ministry, our VBS and other church

functions.

Please note the upcoming schedule:

We will be OPEN on: 12/6 and CLOSED on: 12/13, 12/20, 12/27.
We will reopen on January 3, 2012. Please hold your donations
until January 3, 2012. Volunteers are always welcome on Tuesdays

9:30 am. - 12:30 p.m. Merry Christmas!

111 you o someone ypu
kitow is in need of carel..

Contact Caren Burhans
at 209-918-1003



Onceagain
theChristmas
holiday
season is
upon us! |
lovethistime
of year
because this
Is when we
begin to
practice our
Christmas programwith the preschool children. Itissuch
ajoy to seethem practicein their costumes, saying their
linesand singing the Chrigmassongs. At thisagewehave
to practice many timesto beready for the program. The
beautiful thingis, by thetimewe present our play to the
parents, our big four year oldscantell you everyone's
linesintheplay, including the narrator’s. It warms my
heart to know they have learned the real reason we
celebrate Christmas and that isto celebrate the birth of
our Savior, JesusChrist.

We had abeautiful November. The children had fun
making leaf printswith someof theleavesthey collected
on awalk across the campus. They also worked on
categorizing theleavesindifferent shgpes, szesand colors.
Theteacherscleverly incorporated | eavesinto some of
thechildren’sart projects. Nature provides many ways
tohelpuslearn!

Thechildrenloved learning about the different means
of transportation thefirst two weeksof November. They
cut, glued, decorated and painted cars, trucks, trains,
busses, boats and airplanes. We talked about some of
the ways the children have traveled. They also had
discussionsabout how someof their reativeswouldtravel
whenthey cameto vigit for Thanksgiving.

Thelast two weeks of November, we learned about
Thanksgiving. Incircletime, they had the opportunity to
tell theonething they wanted to thank God for themost.
We heard someinteresting things, but nearly al of them
said they were thankful for someone in their family.
Whether itwasMom, Grandpaor thefamily pet, thistold
ushow important family lifeisto our children. Thechildren
learned that they have many thingsto bethankful for, and
we need to thank God every day for our many blessings.

Thechildren mademany fun art projectsin November,
including turkeyswith colorful corn, handprint turkeysand
beautiful paintingswithfall colors. Just for funwe had
pajamaday on November 15 and had acrazy hair day
on November 29.

For December our themeswill be* Our Families’ and
“Chrigtmas.” Our chapel themeswill bekind (Eph. 4:32),
bejoyful (Prov. 17:22), betruthful (Eph. 4:25) and be
trusting (Isaiah 26:4).

We are now looking for someoneto play the piano for us
during our Christmas program on December 9th at 10:00
am. Itwill involveplaying severd smplesongsasthechildren
ang. Thiswill meansomepracticetimewithusinthemornings,
for afew daysbefore our program. If you know anyonewho
would beinterested, please call me at the preschool 522-
7091. | hopeeveryone enjoyed awonderful Thanksgiving
withtheir familiesand friends. Thank you so much for your
continued support and prayers.

InHislove,
Janet Lewis

SWEQT

For many years, coaches had their entire team run up and
down bleachers for conditioning. “ Step” aerobics class
providesthe samebasi ¢ concept but without theimpact. Itis
amoderateto high cardiolevel but with low impact tothefeet
and joints. In fact, research shows that one gets the same
aerobic benefit asrunning seven mph, but without therisk of
injury caused by impact.

“Step” aerobicsisjust oneof thetypesof classesweoffer
inour SW.E.A.T. Fitnessprogram. Thisparticular classis
held Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. We provide the steps and have
two different heightsfrom whichto choose.

Each stepwetakeinlifeisimportant...wearetofollow His

steps.

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you as an example
for you to follow in His steps.”
Peter 2:21

SW.E.A.T.Aerobics
meets in the Fellowship Center:
Mon., Wed., & Fri. - 9:00- 10:00 a.m.
and Mon.-Thurs.- 5:30-6:30 p.m.
(High or Low Impact)
Tues. & Thurs. - 8:00-8:45a.m.
(Non-Impact/Seniors)
For Information Call:
SandraHegwood @ 988-5655




Good Things
Comein Small
Packages Isaiah 11:6, NIV
~BenAkina
Director of
Contemporary
Worship

Of dl the
charactersinthe
Christmasstory,
my favorite
appearsonly inthebook of Luke.

Simeon was arighteous man who’ d been told “ by
theHoly Spirit that hewould not die before hehad seen
theLord' sChrigt” (Luke2:26, N1V). Uponseeingthe
child, Smeonrejoices, saying“ Sovereign Lord, asYou
have promised, You may now dismissYour servantin
peace” (2:29)—basically, “I’veseen Jesus. | candie
happy.” That atement dwaysled metothink of Smeon
asanoldman. Inmy mind' seye, Simeonlearned when
he was young that he would see the Messiah but was
not told how longit might take. | usually picture Simeon
living hislifein patient expectation, dwayskeeping his
eyespededfortheMessiah.

| dwaysfound Simeon’sstory remarkable. . .theidea
of thisold man having waited forty, fifty, or even sixty
yearsbefore God's prophecy about Him cametrueis
awe-inspiringtome. Despitethelong wait, thethorns
of daily living didn’t dull hissenses. Heinstantly knew
that heheldtheinfant Messiahin hisarms.

But Scripture doesn’t tell ushow old hewaswhen
the prophecy wasfulfilled. He may havewaited sixty
years, but hemay have been a25 year old manwho'd
received the prophecy fifteen minutes earlier. This
redlization dulled my wonder abit, until | really thought
itthrough. What if Smeonwasonly twenty-five? True,
it would mean he hadn’t waited sixty years, but his
declaration ringseven stronger than before. Thethought
of ayoung man saying “I’ ve seen Jesus, so | candie
happy” isbreathtaking.

In spiteof my young age, | feel that I’m beginningto
understand what Simeon knew. |’ ve never been to
England, bought ahouse, or fathered achild, but Christ
hasbeen apart of my life. And Hispresence hasmade
my lifeendlesdy satisfying. I’veseen Jesus. | candie
happy.

Whether you’ vebeenwaiting sixty yearsto see Christ
facetofaceor you veknown Himonly fifteen minutes,
| urgeyoutolivethisholiday seasonineager anticipation
of theMessah. And asyou seeHimengageinyour life,
pleaserecognize that the number of presentsunder your
treeisnot thetrueindicator of afull, rich, and satisfying
exigence.

A little child will lead them.”

Did You K now?

DIRECTOR)
| CHILDREN'S
LI MINISTRIES

Each week of Kid's
OwnWorshipwecollect
an offering from the
children. The small
change and dollar bills
that the children offer
back to God can make
big things happen when
they cometogether. 1n 2011, wewereableto:

~Send several soccer balls printed with Scripturein Spanishto
Mexicowith amissionteam for kidsthereto enjoy,

~Buy 120 chicksfor Heifer Project to giveto needy families
around theworld,

~Supply the Gospel Mission with over 40 packs of new
underwear to be givento needy children,

~Purchase 20 bed netsto prevent African children from being
bitten by mosquitoscarrying life-threatening maaria, and

~Supply malnourished Burmeserefugee childrenwho havefled
to safety in Thailand with children’svitaminsto strengthen their
bodies.

Aswegiveto help the basic needs of peoplein our world,
wegiveto organizationsthat aso share hopethrough God'slove.
We also had our Family Fun Service Project in November,
giving our familieswith children an opportunity to cometogether
and help thosein need. We put together about 50-75 lunch bags
filled withawater bottle, ajuice box, crackers, afruit cupand a
copy of the New Testament. Families can keep these
nonperishablebagsintheir carsto giveto peoplethey seeinour
community who need food and water. Moreimportantly, we're
giving people hopein Jesusthrough God'sWord. That same
afternoon, we al so made 50 goody bagsfor the children at the
Gospel Mission Christmas Dinner that arefilled with crayons,
toothbrushesand other funtreats. Finaly, wewereableto pack
up al 209 shoe boxesthat our church family gaveto Operation
Christmas Child and take them to the distribution center.
Through our efforts we were able to reach out to those in
need in our community and around theworld. Thank youtoall
of you who contributed money toward the Gospel Mission or
packed ashoebox (or several!) to giveto children around the
world. Together, weare making adifference!
We look forward to a new year and more great things to

happen!

Hesther Danid
Children'sMinistry



\ Centenary United M ethodist

Church

1911 Toyon Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441
www.centenarychurch.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ati egg‘.ﬂle whole C?urech Family
L ng mgeggerwtelebrate Chﬁ%lmas

Eentenary’s F' 114 shlp Center

Sunday, December 11th
10: 15am 12: 30pm

Brunch fundraiser to benefit o
Donetsk Christian University.

Christmas Crafts for the children.

N Servant opportunities:
\ Craft helpers, brunch servers & clean-up crew.

Sign up after worship services, or call
Heather Daniel or Deanna Hutton at 527-5441




