| love Easter, and | love Easter
for alot of reasons. For example,
Easter fallsinthe Spring. Don't get
mewrong, Christmasisabeautiful
timeof theyear. But Chrigmasfals
inthe Winter and the daysare short
and cold and wet and overcast and,
well, you get theidea. At Easter the
days are becoming longer and
warmer and | just like Spring better
than Winter.

Also, Easter always makes me
think of vacationtime. Yearsago |
started taking the week after Easter asvacation time. With all
the preparationsleading up to the Easter servicesat the Church,
| havefound that thefollowing week isagreat timeto rest and
relax.

I love Easter becauseit isthe proof that everything that
Jesus said and did istrue and acceptableto God. The Bible
alwaysrefersto Jesusas“ being raised” meaning “He was
brought back to life by God the Father.” Hedid not “raise”
Himself or bring Himself back to life. If God had been
displeased with anything that Jesushad done or said, thenHe
could have demonstrated that displeasure by leaving Jesusin
thetomb. Thiswould have proved to theworld that Jesuswas
not the Son of God onceand for al. But God did rai se Jesus
fromthedead, affirming that all Jesussaid and did wastrue
and pleasing to the Father.

I love everything about Easter. But there has always been
onething | havewondered about: the women who madetheir
way to thetomb on that first Easter morning.

InMark’sGospd, wearetold that thewomen, asthey walked
inthedark, talked amongst themsel ves, wondering “Who will
roll the stone away from the entrance of thetomb?’

Thesewomen got up early and went to the tomb of Jesusto
perform thetask which they apparently werenot ableto perform
on their own. What | mean by that is, when they got to the
tomb, with the stone blocking their way to Jesus, what was
their plan? The guards certainly would not help by rolling the
stoneaway. Therewereno malediscipleswith themto helproll
away the stone. At that hour of the morning there would not
have been workersaround to ask for help. So, what werethese
women planning oncethey got to thetomb?

Apparently they did not allow what they could not dointerfere
withwhat they could do. | likethat. For example, they could not
movethe stone away by themselvesto reach the onethey

re

loved, but they went anyway. They could not get othersto help
themroll away the stone, yet they went anyway. They could not
prevent Jesusfrom dying, but they could continueto loveHim
even after death.

| love Easter. | lovethe stories of Easter, | love the message
of Easter, and | lovethe hope of Easter. And now | want to be
likethe women of the Easter story, not worrying about what |
cannot do, just doing what | can, love Jesus.
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Pastor Bob

Pastor Bob:
Where are you going to be on Easter
morning at 6:00am.?
BenAkina
| am going to be at the Standiford Park, just
to the East of the Church, on Tokay Ave.
Pastor Bob:

Really, but | am planning on being at the
CinderellaPark on Tokay....

Kay Nelson having overheard the conversation:
They arethe same place!

Pastor Bob:

Where are you going to be on the morning of
April 24th at 6:00 am.? Sunrise Serviceinthe
park, with somevery special surprises.
Seemslikethe placeto be!




College Scholar ship

The Centenary College Scholarship Fund was established in the year 2000 through a
bequest from Reginald and Dora Swatman and giftsgiven in memory of Hildreth (Hildy)
Schuler. The purpose of the fund is to grant scholarships to active members of the
Centenary Church family who will be entering undergraduate or graduate college studies.
It serves to affirm their pursuit of a higher education and their desire to honor God as
they continue to grow in faith and Christian service.

Applications for the 2011-2012 academic year are available in the church office and

are due by Thursday, June 30™. :
Your Donations Are Needed . ﬁ
In order to maintain the Centenary College Scholarship Fund in perpetuity, your
help is needed. Please prayerfully consider joining the Swatman, Schuler, and other
Centenary families who have chosen to support our young people through contributions
to this fund. Donations of any amount will be gratefully appreciated. Please make

checks payable to Centenary UMC, with “College Scholarship Fund” in the memo

Missions Team Update ,
Opportunities
to Serve

Gospel Mission Sunday
Dinners

Centenary isserving dinner at
the Gospel Mission the fourth
Sunday of each Month. Thisis
an opportunity open to anyone
agetweveand over. Stop by theMissonstableafter services
tosignup.

Saturday June 25

Centenary will behosting aproject in conjunctionwith \World
Visonto provide healthworker kitstoAIDS serviceworkers
inAfrica. Eachkit costs $30. Consider sponsoring one or
morekits, andwriting acheck to Centenary withAfricaProject
inthememoline,

Moredetailson thisand other June projects coming up.

L enten Giving

To support thiseffort, we suggest that you put aside $.75 a
day. Thismeansgiving up onefast food meal or two Starbucks
coffeedrinksaweek. Not too much to sacrificeto makelives
better for others.
Another option isto pick up a change container from the
Missionstable, it can bekept onyour dresser or by thewasher,
or whereever changeaccumulates. Asthecontainer fillsbring
itto churchto addto the“Changeto ChangeLives’ jar a the
MissonsTeamtable.

Prayer Update from
John & Sella White
Serving at DCU (Donyetsk
Christian University)

Thank you so much for your
prayersthis past month! Wewanted
to send you acouple of updatesand
new prayer requests.

1) Please continue to pray for our
health and the health of our students.
WEe ve been doing very well personally, but thefluisgoing
around campus causing anumber of studentsto besick and
even leading to the cancellation of some classes. Winter
lingers long into what should be Spring according to the
calendar, so the season for sickness continues.

2) Please continueto pray for John’steaching of the class
“Non-Chrigtian Religions.” Thetopicisquitedifficult, and
athoughit’'sgoingwell, thecombination of aheavy schedule,
theflu, and strangerdigionsissometimesalittlemuchfor our
first-year students! Please pray for them and for Johnto have
wisdom asto how to best teach them.

3) Please pray for ongoing guidance for the leadership of
DCU.

4) Please pray for us as we start to prepare for a home
assgnmentintheU.S. thissummer.

Blessingsto each of you from our God who answersprayer.
Johnand Stella
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Your Familg is invited to attg:nd C ntenary’s annual “E_ggstr_avaganza”
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Centenary Women’s Conference 2011

May 13—14

A heartfelt journey through worﬁh._iﬁ;'fand service
Matthew 25:40

Chergl Colins—"
uest Speaker



Weekly Events

SUNDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
ApuLt SUNDAY CLass - Rm. 15/16  9:00 A.Mm.
TraDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
CAaMBODIAN WoORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Jr. & Sr. Hicu Sunpay Scroor. Rm. 4/5 10:30 A.M.
MONDAY
BeTH MooRE WoMEN’s BIBLE STUDY - RM. 6 6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY
Mom2Mowm - Rm. 6 9:30 - 11:30 A.m.
Turirt Soor 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 p.M.
WEDNESDAY
MEN’s BiBLE STUDY - PERKO’S MCHENRY AVE. 6:00 A.M.
SPIRIT SALON - RM. 6 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY N16HT B1BLE STUDY - FELLOWSHIP CENTER
DiINNER 5:30 P.M./CLASSES 6:30 P.M
Jr. & Sr. Hica Youtn Grour 6:00 p.M.
THURSDAY
Pastor’s BiBLE STUuDY - RM. 15/16 9:00 A.M.
SATURDAY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 P.M.

April 2 Love Modesto Community Service Day

April 11 Board of Trustees Meeting
April 14 SPRC Meeting

April 16 Easter Eggstravaganza
April 17 Palm Sunday

April 18 Finance Committee Meeting
April 21 Maundy Thursday Service
April 21 Missions Team Meeting
April 22 Good Friday Service/Church Office Closed
April 23 No Saturday Night Worship
April 24 Easter Sunday

April 25 Ad Council Meeting

April  29-5/1 RCP Women's Retreat

4/18 ARLETA PIcKETT

4/20  AUDREY GROVER
4/21  GLoRIA CATARINO
4/21  BRADLEY SHRADER
4/21  Davip THomPsON
4/22 WARREN HAWKINS
4/22 RosyN HEwITT

4/1 Kay HAWKINS 4/23  HaroLbp CUMMINGS

4/1 BoB MurDpOoCK 4/23  Douc Moore

4/1 Beverry UnxpeErwoop 424 Marcor TE VELDE

4/1 Mary ANN Woobn 4/24  JANE WILKES

4/2 Nancy HARRIS 4/24  CHOMNAN CHEA

4/2 Ron BYRNE 4/24  FEva BYrRnE

4/3 ANDREW MEY 4/24° MARGE BECKWITH

4/4 LyNpI PEPELNJAK 4/24 STEVEN LAMBERT

4/4 RicuarD DARK 4/25  CHANTRA MALI

4/4 ELMER EISENHAUER 4/25  JEANIE JONES

4/4 HenrY LEY 4/25  KENDALL DARR

4/5 Jack JoNES 4/25°  KiMBERLY RoBIsoN

4/5 FRANK GALLAHER 4/26  DEANNA OLsoN

4/5 Loeup Pon 4/26  Mimi FisHER

4/5 Rick REDNER 4/26  Danica Birp

4/7 BEV JAMISON 4/26  AsHLEY BOYER

4/9  DorotHY MELLOR 4/27  Rira KERr

4/9  BoB STEWART 427 JaNeT BECK

4/11  BoB WHETZLER 4/27  DONNA SEVER

4/11  YosHiko NELSON 4/27  DONNA STARN

4/12  ALBERTA MARTONE 4/28  Diana PERRY

4/14  Davib MACKLEY 4/28  KeLry Rasn

4/15  LuciNpa JAcoBs 4/29  Liz Youne

4/15  CuristopHER STaNDisH 429 LAURA YOUNGER

4/16  CAROLINE SWANK 4/29  STEPHEN WHITEHEAD

4/16  Mikk CLEARY 4/30  KariN Tosta

4/17  RoN ROBERTSON 4/30  DEBBIE LABARBERA

It is not our intention to overlook your birthday. If your birthday

was not listed, please call the church office @ 527-5441 and
let us know, so that we can update our records. Thank You!

A Note From Pastor Bob
No doubt you have been watching the great devastation that
has occurred in Japan. First the earthquake struck, then the
tsunami, and then all of the aftershocks. We are aware that
the need in Japan is great.

| am sure that you, like myself, want to help in whatever
way you can. But we want our donations to go directly to the
cause, to the people in need, rather than to overhead.

The United Methodist Church has an organization called
UMCOR (United Methadist Council on Relief) The beauty of
UMCOR isthat our Apportionment dollars already support that
organization. Thus, every dollar we send earmarked for Japan,
will goinfull to help thosein Japan.

If you wish to help in this ongoing effort, simply mark on
your check that the monies are for Japan and rest assured that
every penny of every dollar will go to that effort.



S.W.E.A.T. AEROBICS

Depression and Exercise

Depression may begininnocently with a“ bad mood.”
Then, it progressesto“mildly depressed.” Fromthere, it
spirals downward almost unknowingly deeper and
deeper. Recent research hasfound that aerobic activity
threetofivetimesper week can help bresk that dangerous
spiral. Some psychiatrists even treat depression by
prescribing aerobic exerciseinstead of drugs. Our bodies
naturally secrete hormones called endorphinsduring
vigorousexercise Aerobicexerciseisnature stranquilizer.

Whileexerciseisagreat way to hel pwith depression,
knowing God and having hopein Himistheultimate
way to deal with depression. Knowing Heisawaysthere
can providethe strength we need to face our problems.

“1 would have despaired unless | believed that
| would see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of theliving.” Psalm 27:13

thrift l.'halp

Thrift Shop
Tuesdags
3:30 a.m.—12:30 P

Please visit our Church Thrift Shop, open Tuesday
morningsfrom 9:30 am. - 12:30 p.m. We are currently

stocked withavariety of many differentitems, andreceive

new and interesting itemsevery week. You never know
what youwill discover!

As always, your donations are encouraged and
appreciated. We would also like to encourage you to

consider joining us as avolunteer in thisministry. As
volunteerswe are ableto meet, talk with, and sharethe

loveof the Lord with many peoplein our community.

Did you know our church hasagreat Christ-centered
library? Centenary’slibraryisopen every Sunday from
10:00 am to 11: 30 am.

Don't havetimeto read? Try The L uke Reports Chapter 1:
Child of Promise; Focus on the Family’s Radio Theatre on
Compact Disc. Imagineif youwill, that thelife of theapostle
Paul hangs in the balance as Luke, his trusted friend, is
commissioned by asympathetic Roman senator to find and report
thetruth about thelifeand ministry of Jesus. Inthisfirst of athree
part fictionalized “ story behind the story,” of Luke's Gospel,
listenerswill sensethefear asLukefindshimself inthethick of
thievesand revolutionaries, and be privy to atender encounter
between Luke and Mary as she recounts the memories
surrounding Jesus miraculoushirth.

Did you missthe Chip Ingram parenting class at \Wednesday
Night Live? Wehavethebook inthechurchlibrary! Effective
Parentingin aDefectiveWorldiswritten by Chip Ingram, whois
teaching pastor onthe“Living onthe Edge” radio program. A
parent’sgreatest desireisto raise achild who canfaceanything
with wisdom and confidence. But in aworld of over-extended
schedules, amoral messages, and incessant peer-pressure, how
canyou raiseaconfident child that follows God'swill, not the
world’'s? Chip Ingram’s practical tipsfor modeling right living,
buil ding strong bonds, and disciplining effectively will help parents
bring up Christ-centered kidswho feel secureand significant no
matter what comestheir way. Thebook featurespractical, age-
appropriate parenting tips, charts/diagrams, and action steps.

How about agood book to curl up with at theend of along
day? Try theclassicAt Homein Mitford: The Mitford Years,
Book 1 by Jan Karon and you' |l get hooked onthe series. It's
easy tofed at homeinMitford. Inthesehigh, greenhills, theair
ispure, thevillageischarming, and the people are generally
lovable. Yet, Father Tim, the bachel or rector, wants something
more. Enter adog the size of asofathat movesinandwon’t go
away. Add an attractive neighbor who beginswearing a path
through the hedge. Now, stir in alovable but unloved boy, a
mydtifyingjewd theft, and asecret that’ ssixty yearsold. Suddenly,
Father Tim getsmorethan hebargained for. And readersget a
rich, provincia comedy inwhich mysteriesand miraclesabound.

And, wouldn’'t the grandbaby like to hear Two Hands for
Helping by AngusHudson? Thiscutelittle board book inthe
shape of ahand tells babiesto three years old about waysto
honor God with their hands.




It is April and

Springisintheair!
| know | say this
every year, but |
am ready for
Spring. | love the
mild weather,
sunlight, colorful
flowers, sound of
baby birds chirping intheir nests and the sound of carefree
children laughing, yelling and shrieking asthey play outside
withal their friends. Yes, I’ mready for the changein seasons
and the blessingsthat comewith Spring.
We had an exciting month of March. Thefirst two weeksthe
children had * Fun with the Wind and Westher.” They enjoyed
meaking kites, hot air balloons, wind streamers, paper airplanes,
cloudsand rainbows. They a so had fun blowing bubblesand
watching them float away inthewind. Oneday after it rained,
the sun came out and we saw abeautiful rainbow inthe sky.
What ajoy it wasto experience God’s beautiful handiwork
with the children. We had afew dayswhen we experienced
how mighty the March winds can blow. God was definitely
teaching us about the wind and weather thismonth!

Of course, we had to have some fun with St. Patricks
Day. On March 2nd, the children planted grass seedsin a
clear plastic cup. They made leprechaun faces on the cups
and asthegrassgrew, it becametheleprechaun’shair. It took
several daysfor the grass seedsto sprout, but we definitely
had some green leprechaun hair by the end of March! On
March 17th, someleprechauns sneaked into our classrooms
whilethe children were at circletime. After circletime, the
children delightfully followed atrail of leprechauntracksand
gold dust to find gold treasures. Wetried to sneak apeek at
the leprechaunsthisyear. We even put abell in the door so
we could hear them comein. But, I’ m afraid those sneaky
little guys outsmarted usagain thisyear!

Thelast two weeks of March the children learned about
dinosaurs. They are sointerested in these prehistoric creatures
and enjoyed learning about al thedifferent types. Thechildren
enjoyed decorating and eating dinosaur cookies and tapped
into their creativity painting picturesand telling stories about
their favoritedinosaurs.

We arelooking forward to abeautiful month of April. Our
themeswill be* Spring BringsNew Life” and“ God’'sMighty
Universe.” Our chapel themeswill be gentleness(Prov. 15:1)
patience (1 Thes. 5:14) rejoice (Matt. 5:12) and friendship
(Prov. 15:1). God is so good and we are so thankful for the
opportunity we have hereto give our precious children the
love, encouragement and nurturing they need and deserve.
Thank you so much for your continued love, support and

prayers.

InHislove,
Janet

E@ ROYAL
SERVANTS:

V@M%h A SUMMER

MISSIONS

MiSRE@E PROGRAM
T In college | was

asked by a youth
leader, “Doyouwant to
go to Scotland this
summer with Royal
Servants?’ | went to God in prayer and was amazed at
how doorswere opened for meto go. For thelast three
years, we haveinvited Travis Carr, whoison staff with
Royd Servants, to cometell the Rock Youth Group about
the opportunitiesteenagershaveto sharethe Gospel of
JesusChrist al over theworld.

Thissummer four membersof the Rock Youth Group
and one of our youth staff will serve on an overseas
missionstripwith Roya Servants. Courtney Nawr ocki,
EliasFutch, and Carly Duenashave appliedto goto
Sierraleone, Africa, Colin Daniel hasappliedtogoto
CogtaRica, and Kim Wolfswinkel hasappliedto goto
Scotland (asa Staff Discipler). Pleasepray for each one
of them asthey preparefor thisamazing opportunity both
spiritudly andfinancidly. Inthe next few months, wewill
be hearing morefrom each of theseindividua sabout their
cal tomissons.

Below ismoreinformation about Roya Servantsfrom
their website:

Royal Servantsis our student summer mission
program. We take jr. high, sr. high, and college-age
sudentsonmissontripsdl over theworld. Royd Servants
missiontripslast fromfiveto eight weeks. We specidize
indiscipling studentsin adeeper personal relationship
withthe L ord and teaching themto sharetheir faith. Over
the years, Royal Servants has facilitated over 8,000
participants. These Christian teens, while predominantly
from North America, comefromall over theworld and
over 150 denominations. They have ministered on six
continentsthrough 200+ trips. Studentswill spend one
totwo weeksat Training Camp before going oversess.

Prior to sending ateamto any location, Roya Servants
conducts an analysis to determine any political,
environmental, or regional issueswhich may affect the
safety and health of the team members. Continued
monitoring of every country continuesupto eachtrip’s
departurefrom Training Camp.

For moreinformation, check out their website @
WWW.royalservants.org

Lindy Collins



LittleWhiteLies
~B.Akina

In Shakespeare’'s
Twelfth Night Malvalio,
adomineeringstewardis
tricked by acoalition of
houseguestsand servants
intohumiligtinghimsdfin
front of Olivia, the
mistress of the manor.
He was led to believe
that shewasinlovewith
him, and that her heart would thrill to seehimwearing“ yellow stockings,
cross-gartered,” ahideous and embarrassing outfit. Malvolio, we
assume, ismany yearsolder than Oliviaand, whileavery arrogant and
smug character, never would have supposed hisghoulish lookswould
have charmed her. But hisown weakness, hisvanity, induced himto
believethelie.

Though it was avery improbable honor (even to hisimpressive
arrogance), he allowed himself to be decelved. Though hisreason
should haveregjected theidea, his pathos believed himself worthy of
any unlikely good that may comedong.

Who among us, if wewere honest, would not betempted to follow
him down that road? Weliveinaworldfilled withall kindsof deceit.
Advertisersand people of influencefeed our egoson adaily basis—
thelr littlewhitelies shape usinto human beingsthat will buy luxury
itemsthat we cannot afford but somehow “ deserve.” Our egosshake
handswith them, consider themour “littlewhitedlies” and webecome
amorally compromised and evangdlistically moot people.

Andwe allow it to happen, because they aretelling us what we
secretly wishto believe.

Satan usesthese very sametacticsand, sadly, rarely wearsaname
tag. If wewerehearing voicessaying, “sacrificeagoat and paint a
pentagramwithitsblood,” wewould probably know something wasn't
quitekosher.

But theenemy’smodus operandi ismuch moreclever. Rather than
getting usto focus on sinand the destruction of God'schurch, hegets
usto focus on the thing we most want to occupy our thoughtswith;
that handsome guy inthemirror. AsAlistair Begg putsit, “weturn
inward upon ourselves,” and bam! Onelessfarmer scattering seed.

No amount of appeal sto our vanity, no matter how tempting, can
beworth sacrificing our potential to minister tothislost world.

So fight back, beloved. We're not that special. We come from
ashes, we comefrom dust, and we will resumethat state oncewe' ve
turned inthese skin suitswe rerenting. Andtheonly thingsof valuein
between thetwo dates on our tombstone will bethose momentswhere
we chosetoignorethe promptingsof the* me-centered” culture...and
focused on God first, and others second.

Or wecouldjust try cross-gartering our yellow stockingsand see
how that playsout.

DIRECTOR )
| CHILDREN'S
| MINISTRIES

Springisupon usand weare planning aHoly
Week that we hope will fill you anew with
God’samazing and abundant love. But even
before Holy Week, wewant to reach out with
His love through our annual Easter
Eggstravaganzal Our Eggstravaganzawill be
April 16th, the Saturday before Palm Sunday.
Thiseventisawonderful opportunity for families
to come together to hear the Easter story,
fellowship with other families, and participate
inahands-onactivity. Wefinish off themorning
withahugeegg hunt outside!

We can't do thisalone. We need your help!
P ease help usget theword out by passing on
anextraflyer to someoneyou know. Thisisa
great timetoinviteafamily you know through
your neighborhood, your workplace or your
friends. We also need some suppliesfor the
hunt. Last year we filled over 1200 plastic
colorful eggs for the egg hunt. We plan on
needing even morethisyear! Thenexttime
you' reout, please pick up apackage of plastic
eggsor abag of individually wrapped candy
and bring them to the church office or to the
basket in the back of the Sanctuary.

We will be serving fresh-baked cinnamon
rolls, so we need help baking those that
morning. We |l aso need gregtersfor our Easter
Eggstravaganza. If youareableto help, please
let meknow. Findly, but mostimportantly, we
need you to wrap this event in prayer. Our
godl is to reach out to new families across
Modesto and offer them more than just an
Easter egg hunt —wewant to offer them hope
inChrist. Pleasepray that we can reach people
with Hisloveand grace.

We appreciate your help and your prayers
for our Easter Eggstravaganzal

InHisService,
Heather Daniel



<‘Eentenary United M ethodist

Church

1911 Toyon Avenue
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 527-5441

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Easter Sunday Services

Sunrise Service 6:00 a.m.
at Standiford Park
(Tokay & Sunrise Ave.)
Followed by a hot breakfast
at the Church

Easter Celebration 10:30 a.m.

One Combined Worship Service in
the Fellowship Center
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